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SPRING 2014 NEWSLETTER
DOUGLAS COUNTY DEMOC RATIC WOMEN
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
While contemplating life in Nevada, I
thought about how wonderful it would be to
have Hillary Clinton for President. It would
not mean a chicken in every pot but it might
mean an improved economy. If Elizabeth
Warren were her Vice President, perhaps
the banks would pay interest on our money
instead of trying to charge for letting them
use it.
If every woman in Nevada (better yet all fifty
states) registered to vote and supported
Hillary, we might finally be able to make our
own health decisions; Nevada might finally
help ratify the ERA to eliminate discrimination against women. Remember that although Congress is unable to find the time to

vote on job creation, immigration, economy or global warming, they always
have time to vote on repealing the Affordable Care Act - over 50 times.
Let’s not let Dr. Martin Luther King be
the only one with a dream. All things
are possible when you believe.
Never forget that personal differences
with or within DCDW will not serve to
help elect Democratic candidates. We
need to move forward in unison each
working as an effective team member.
Jeanne Larson,
President

Jeanne Larson, President
Inside this issue:

LEGISLATION/ISSUES/POLICY
Nothing further seems to be happening with
the ratification of CEDAW (Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women). H.Res.19 - Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that the Senate should ratify the
CEDAW with 59 co-sponsors (17 from California) was referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs in January 2013
where it still sits. The Senate has done
nothing on the treaty except send it to U.S.
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.
S. 1752: Military Justice Improvement Act of
2013, which would remove the reporting of
sexual assault from the chain of command
in the military and prohibit officers from
changing Court Martial decisions, was intro-

duced November 20th. It was reported
by Committee, read the second time on
November 21st and placed on the Senate Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 251. The comparable House
Bill is HR2016. It has 70 co-sponsors
and was sent to the Subcommittee on
Military Personnel on June 20th. According to the December 4th “Feminist Daily
News”: “Reports of sexual assault in the
military increased by a whopping 36 percent in 2012, but the vast majority of victims - 89 percent, according to the Pentagon itself - do not report sex crimes at
all. One-half of female victims indicate
not reporting sexual assault because
they do not believe anything will be done
by their commanders.”
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TREASURER - 2013-2014 YEAR END REPORT
I’d like to thank Renee Thayer, past treasurer for all her help
getting me started last year with the DCDW financial books.
Thanks to an active fundraising committee, DCDW has
been able to keep up with the increased rent for the Douglas County Democratic Headquarters.
In January, I filed DCDW’s annual campaign contributions
and financial disclosure statement with the Nevada Secretary of State. This statement is required of every Political
Action Committee (“PAC”) and Political Party or Committees.

Approximately 41% of our income and expenses are
for monthly program luncheons. Fundraising brings
25% of our income and membership dues are about
17% of our income. Scholarship brings in 16% of our
income and 17.2% of our expenses. DCDW’s share of
the headquarters rent was 34.3% of our expenses. All
of the rest of our expenses, like insurance, postage,
WWW, and publicity are only 7.5% of the total.
Sharon Hoelscher Day
2013-14 DCDW Treasurer

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Our monthly program announcements
are appearing in the Record Courier on the Tahoe
paper’s online newspaper. Someone taking digital
photographs of our programs and events would be
wonderful…not only for newspaper publication but
our history scrapbook.

CONGRATULATION TO THE NEW 2014-2015 OFFICERS AND CHAIRS.
Officers:
President, Jeanne Larson
President-elect, Open Position
Treasurer, Sharon Hoelscher Day
Secretary, Star Carpenter
Standing Committee Chairs:
Fundraising/Events, Open Position
Legislation/Issues/Platform, Katherine Winans
Membership, Christine Buck
Programs, Open Position
Public Relations, Wendell Jenness
Scholarship, Sandra Paul.
Standing Committee Chairs still open Fundraising/Events and Programs
Ad Hoc Committee Chairs:
Bylaws, Jo Etta Brown
Elections/Endorsements, Melanie Meehan-Crossley
Nominating Committee, Ruth Strand Making a Difference in Our Community
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SCHOLARSHIPS
The Scholarship Committee has selected or 2014 recipients: Rachel Chen from Douglas High School and Margaret Elias from Whittell High School. Award ceremonies
are scheduled for May and Rachel will be at our June 2
luncheon to read her winning essay.
Our Executive Board and membership have been very
supportive as we constantly strive to raise the money to
support these scholarships. Any and all donations are
always welcome. We currently have one anonymous donor who helps out tremendously. The recent Art Exhibit is
just one example of how money is raised to support our
scholarships. Thank you Sandra Paul for volunteering to
chair the committee for the 2014-15 year.
Our youth are our future and I believe it is critical that we
continue to support them.
Thank you all
Carol Lark
Scholarship Chair

BACKPACK BUDDIES PROGRAM SUPPORTERS
Smith's has just started the Community Rewards Program and we would like you to consider signing up. If
you shop at Smith's, just go to SmithsCommunityRewards.com and confirm your current account information; then at the end click "Enroll in Community Rewards" and insert the number 68329. Backpack Buddies
will receive a check quarterly based on the amount of
purchases by rewards members.
We are trying to develop an email mailing list for our
newsletter and if you received this email and do not want
correspondence from the Backpack Buddies Program,
please email Pamela Sauer at macred533@gmail.com
and she will remove your name.

Douglas County Backpack Buddies Programs
(775) 267-6737

Thanks,
Lin Larson, Program Director
Making a Difference in Our Community
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FUNDRAISING
FUNDRAISING REPORT 2013/2014
First, I want to thank my co-chair, Christie Aldinger, for her
unflagging support and hard work during this year. Working
together, we had several successful events in addition to
the monthly raffles. The help from all those who pitched in
was greatly appreciated and made our efforts more
fun. Here is a list of the year’s events: Brunch at Christie’s
and tour of the Dangberg Ranch; Flea Market at the Douglas County Historical Museum; Yankee Candle sales;
Christmas Bazaar where lots of Christmas items were sold;
Trip to the Reno Museum of Art including lunch at their cafe;
Jewelry Sale; “These are a few of my favorite things” art

show/sale with festive afternoon snacks and drinks at
Christie’s; Silent Auctions for one special item were held
at the monthly luncheon raffles.
Many more good ideas were discussed and hopefully will
be considered during the coming year. Fundraising is
what keeps our group alive and active participation by all
members is necessary to carry us forward. It has been a
powerful learning lesson for me and one that helped me
grow in positive ways.
Jan Moran and Christie Aldinger
Fundraising Co-Chairs

The first Saturday in March, a group of DCDW art lovers produced a very
impressive art show at my home. It was a leap of faith on my part and a
show of trust to those who leant their treasured art work,
when members brought their favorite pieces to me to create an art show
called "These are a Few of My Favorite Things". Everyone was
very pleased with the collaboration that created a very fine afternoon. My
thanks to all who participated including several who donated pieces sold to
benefit DCDW and those who brought wine and food. Those who showed
their art include Dr. and Mrs. Vance Alm, Pat Stanley, Brian Dempsey, Wendell Jenness, Dolores Zukoski, Melanie Meehan-Crossley, Sally Jasperson,
Jan Walls, Katherine Winans, Pat Rowbottom, Nancy Stiles, Lucie Johnson,
Dorothy Spangler, Richard, Cathy and Alex Morin, Barry and Cathy Combs,
Jan Moran and Bo Statham, and my husband and I, Steve and Christie Aldinger. Here are a few photos from the day:

Join us Tuesday June 10 for a private tour of Bently Ranch. Meet at the ranch office
(white building on the right on Stockyard Road. At 10:00am a DART bus will depart and
drive us around the ranch while Ranch Manager Matt McKinney tells us some of the history of Bently in the Valley, the Bently holdings here and in Northern California, the cattle
and alfalfa operations, the new distillery and retail outlet plans, Christopher Bently's involvement in overall operations, future projects and new Foundation. He will also answer
your questions. The bus will return us to the ranch office at or close to noon.
This tour is limited to 20 people (capacity of the bus) so get your reservation in early.
Cost is $20 per person.
PREPAYAMENT reserves your spot.
We’ll keep a waiting list and if it’s long enough we will try to arrange another tour.
Please mail your payment to Katherine Winans at 1171 Chaparral Court, Minden 89423.
Must be received by Friday June 6
Making a Difference in Our Community
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MESSAGE FROM THE DCDCC
Although 2014 is not a presidential election year, it promises to be significant. Important issues are facing the state
of Nevada, such as The Education Initiative that is being
hotly debated by those with different perspectives on the
pending legislation. Choosing elected officials most willing
to hear YOUR voice and represent YOUR ideals happens
not only in the voting booths, but also by learning who the
candidates are and what the issues truly are, in order to
make informed decisions at the polls.
As is the case with any major issue facing our state or our
country, knowledge is power! Gathering the best available
information and making the very best decisions for ourselves and our communities is a great power wielded by
the voter- YOU!
Douglas Democrats began their involvement in the 2014
election process in earnest at the County Caucus on February 22. A dedicated group of nearly 50 local Democrats
put in their ideas for 2014 State Democratic platform
items, committed to involvement with the Douglas Democrats Central Committee in 2014/2015, and elected delegates to represent Douglas County at the County Convention to be held an May 3, 2014. From the County Convention, delegates will advance to the Nevada State Dem-

Kimi Cole
ocratic Convention, June 21. The State Convention this
year will be in Washoe County, so it will be a great opportunity for Douglas folks to participate!
And finally, in all seriousness, Douglas Democrats enjoy
having some serious fun- our “Take The House Back!”
KNB Dinner on March 22 was well attended! Candidates,
both local and statewide, introduced themselves to Douglas Dems, eager to learn more about the people who want
to earn support as our representatives. Lucy Flores, a
strong Democratic candidate for Lt. Governor made the
trip from Las Vegas to address our group. Senator Debbie
Smith from Reno introduced our keynote speaker, Kate
Marshall, Nevada State Treasurer and candidate for Secretary of State. Kate delivered an inspiring speech about
why it’s so important to protect the rights of people to
vote, to have their say in how the business of government
is conducted. “It must be one person, one vote, NOT one
dollar, one vote!”
In addition to great speakers and information, one lucky
raffle winner took home the “Wheelbarrow Full of Fun” (a
wheelbarrow filled with over 72 bottles of wine!) Another
fortunate attendee took home a brand new 40” Color
Smart Television!
Douglas Democrats are active, vital, enthusiastic members of this beautiful Carson Valley Community. Come
see “What’s Happening in Douglas County” at our Central
Committee Meetings, held the 4th Thursday of each
month, Douglas Democrats Headquarters, 1513 Highway
395, Gardnerville, 6:30 pm. See you there!
Kimi Cole
Chair, Douglas Democrats
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CEDAW
When Cynthia Koenig,
a young social entrepreneur from New York,
learned that millions of
girls and women around
the world spend hours
each day collecting water from distant
sources, she decided to
create a new way to
help people in poor
communities transport water and it's called the WaterWheel. Koenig's WaterWheel allows people to roll water
in a 50-liter container versus carrying it in 5 gallon (19
liter) jugs. Koenig estimates that the WaterWheel can
save women 35 hours per week in water transport time,
as well as prevent the physical strain that comes from
balancing 40 pounds of water on top of their heads for
hours each day.
Every day around the world, over 200 million hours are
spent each day fetching water, often from water sources
miles from home, and this task usually falls to women and
girls. By freeing up valuable time, the WaterWheel allows
women to spend time on income-generating activities that
can help pull her family out of poverty. The time savings
also means that there is a greater likelihood that girls will
be allowed to stay in school, further reducing the rate of
intergenerational poverty.
After receiving a $100,000 Grand Challenges Canada
prize to develop the WaterWheel, Koenig founded a social
enterprise company, Wello. The company is in an early
stage of development and has been piloting the WaterWheel in rural communities in India. Koenig also plans on
continuing to make the WaterWheel itself more useful by
adding in filtration, drip irrigation kits, even a cell phone
charger that uses the rotation of the wheel to charge the
battery of the cell phone and give people more access to
essentials like communication and education. To learn
more about this invention and its potential to transform the
lives of many girls and women around the world, check
out Koenig's TED talk at http://bit.ly/1gBdpGt. You can
read a recent article in The Guardian about her venture at
http://bit.ly/1dMt7Mh. To learn more about how to support
her work, visit Wello's website at http://wellowater.org/

Feel free to break the CEDAW stuff into pieces if you
need to. You can change fonts, too, for variety. Just
cuz you get it all in TNR doesn’t mean it needs to stay
that way.
CEDAW
If the U.S. is a leading proponent of international women's
rights, why won't it ratify CEDAW, the United Nations
Convention to Eliminate All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women? What is the basis of U.S. opposition to
this Treaty for the Rights of Women?
Backed by Three Presidents
Often referred to as an international bill of rights for women, CEDAW was adopted by the United Nations in 1979.
President Jimmy Carter signed the treaty guaranteeing
gender equity within its first year. But the Senate has never ratified CEDAW, and without ratification the U.S. is not
bound by its provisions.
In addition to Carter, two other presidents have attempted
to push forward CEDAW. Urged by the Clinton administration in 1994, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
held hearings on CEDAW and recommended it be ratified.
Yet Senator Jesse Helms, a leading conservative and
longtime CEDAW opponent, prevented a vote in the Senate.
In the early years of his administration, President George
W. Bush looked favorably on ratification of CEDAW but
later changed his position. In 2002, although the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee voted 12-7 to approve the
treaty, it was never sent to the full Senate for advice and
consent to ratification.
Opposed by Conservatives and the Religious Right
Over a hundred organizations support ratification of
CEDAW including Amnesty International, EPW-USA and
the California Federation of Business and Professional
Women, the League of Women Voters, and AARP.
The main opposition comes from conservative groups and
the religious right who are concerned that CEDAW will
challenge the laws and culture of the U.S.
In arguments against CEDAW, the conservative organization Concerned Women for America cite that ratification of
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CEDAW (CONT’D)
the treaty will:
 negate family law and undermine traditional family
values by redefining the family
 force the U.S. to pay men and women the same for
"work of equal value" thus going against our free-market
system
 ensure access to abortion services and contraception
 create a possible 'back door' ERA for feminists
 allow same-sex marriage
 legalize prostitution
 promote gender re-education
 negate parental rights
undermine the sovereignty of the U.S.
Reviewed By a 23-Member Committee
For these reasons, conservative politicians have actively
fought against ratification of CEDAW and thwarted any
attempt to introduce a vote before the full Senate. Backed
by the religious right, they state that CEDAW is at best
unnecessary, At worst, it will subject the U.S. to the
whims of the 23-member CEDAW Committee which reviews the reports of ongoing compliance efforts submitted
by ratifying nations every four years.
As Concerned Women for America states, "This, in essence, places the welfare and well being of American
women and families at the mercy of 23 individuals, among
whom the United States might not even have a voice."

sistent gaps in women’s full equality, particularly regarding closing the pay gap, reducing domestic violence and
stopping trafficking. Ratifying CEDAW does not automatically result in changes to U.S. law or additional costs. It is
up to each country to determine how to bring its policies in
line to eliminate discrimination against women and girls.
The Obama Administration strongly supports ratification of
CEDAW. The treaty has been favorably voted out of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee twice with bipartisan
support (in 1994 and 2002). However, CEDAW has never
been brought to the Senate floor for a vote.
In 2010, the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Human
Rights and the Law, chaired by Senator Richard Durbin
(D-IL), held a hearing on CEDAW. Recently in 2011, Senate Foreign Relations subcommittees, chaired by Senator
Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and Robert Casey (D-PA), held a
hearing on Women and the Arab Spring, which highlighted how CEDAW has been used in the Middle East and
North Africa to advance equality for women and girls.
________________
For more information, http://cedaw2010.org

The U.S. is the only democracy that has not ratified
CEDAW.
The United States and CEDAW: The Treaty for Women’s Equality
Advancing women’s equality is fundamental to America’s
national security interests and a cornerstone of our foreign policy. Countries are more peaceful and prosperous
when women have full and equal rights and opportunities.
Ratifying the Treaty for Women’s Equality would give
America greater clout to help women worldwide win basic
rights—to go to school, to own and inherit property, to
take part in public life, to stop domestic violence and sex
trafficking and to end child marriage.
While American women enjoy opportunities and status not
available to most of the world’s women, few would dispute
that more progress is needed. CEDAW would provide an
opportunity for national dialogue on how to address perMaking a Difference in Our Community
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Shelby's Books to Hold Annual Seminar
The Cultural History of Carson Valley will be the topic for the fourth annual seminar presented by Shelby's Book Shoppe and held at 88 Cups. The topics will include: the history of the valley, the Washoe history of the valley, the Basque influence, the Palmers, ranchers and manufacturers.
The schedule begins on May 21 and goes through June 25. Each speaker will have and hour to talk and
answer questions. The program begins at 6 PM. Food and drink will be available at 88 cups. For more
information call 782-5484.
Shelby's Book Shoppe
1663 Lucerne Street. Ste. C
Minden, NV 89423
775-782-5484

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL IS MAY 2014
May Days are Pay Days… time to think about renewing your membership in DCDW. Annual Dues are only $15
and payable by May 31, 2014. If you are able join as a Supporter ($35), a Sponsor ($50) or a Sustainer ($100) it
will take pressure of the Fundraising activities and be much appreciated.

To continue your much appreciated membership in DCDW, please print and complete the 2014-2015 DCDW Application/Renewal
form from http://dcdwomen.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/ap-2013-14.pdf , and return along with your payment to: DCDW –
PO Box 939, Minden, NV 89423 by May 31, 2014.
I want to thank Christine Buch for taking on the Membership Chair, you will enjoy Christine, she is a very dynamic and
pleasant person. Welcome Christine!

Lucie Johnson

WELCOME BACK
Barbara & Howard Zaroff – halzbar@gmail.com 392.0164

Linda Finch - shelbysbooks@aol.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Jill Hetherton – sydneyjill5@icloud.com 790.0474
Catherine Byrne – cebyrnecpa@aol.com
Lizanne Lautz – lizanneLautz33@gmail.com 345.5549
Making a Difference in Our Community
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Check out our updated website at http://www.dcdwomen.net, The site is
kept current about our group’s activities, our monthly luncheon place and
speaker, and tons of links to both state and national political websites. We
also have a Gallery of photos and all past newsletters can be printed or read
online. You will also find contact information of this organization’s chairs.
You can also join or renew your membership.

TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP USE http://dcdwomen.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/ap-2013-14.pdf

CALENDAR
April 16 – DCDW Executive Board Meeting – 9:00a at Headquarters
New Officers and Chairs will determine future meeting day and time.
April 20 – Easter
April 24 – DCD Central Committee Meeting – 7:00p at Headquarters (6:30 Social)
May 03 – DC Democratic County Convention – DC High School - ?a - ?p
May 05 - DCDW Installation Luncheon Meeting at Carson Valley Inn – 11:30a
May 22 – DCD Central Committee Meeting– 7:00p at Headquarters (6:30 Social)
May 26 – Memorial Day
June 02 – DCDW Luncheon Meeting at Carson Valley Inn – 11:30a
June 10 – DCDW Fundraising Tour of Bently Ranch – 10a – Noon $20
June 21 – NSDP State Convention – Reno
June 26 – DCD Central Committee Meeting – 7:00p at Headquarters (6:30 Social)
July 01 – DCDW Luncheon Meeting at Carson Valley Inn – 11:30a
July 07 – DCDW Luncheon Meeting at Carson Valley Inn – 11:30a
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