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Sanitation District, Mos-
quito Abatement Dis-
trict, Tahoe Douglas Fire 
Protection, Tahoe Doug-
las Sewer District, Town 
Boards for Gardnerville, 
Minden and Genoa.  If 
you are interested or 
know of anyone who 
might be, please let me 
know.  Campaign train-
ing and support is availa-
ble just for the asking. 
 
The following dates have 
been set so please get 
them on your 2016 calen-
dar:  County Caucuses 
are set for February 20 
and the County Conven-
tion April 2 followed by 
NSDP State Convention 
on June 4-5. 
Katherine Winans 
President 

 Hope you’re having a 
great summer.  I am.  
Busy but fun. 
 
In addition to DCDW’s 
usual schedule of great 
programs (thank you 
Nancy), fundraising 
events and community 
projects, just up ahead 
is the 2016 elections.  
You are going to be so-
licited from many direc-
tions for time and mon-
ey.   
 
Democrats (we) are 
going to have to work 
smarter and harder to 
win back the US Senate 
and House as well as 
both houses of our 
state legislature.  We 
also need to regain con-
trol of Nevada’s consti-
tutional offices.   

We need to be recruit-
ing and grooming can-
didates for local leader-
ship.  Commissioner 
Doug Johnson is 
termed-out and Greg 
Lynn and Barry Penzel 
are up for re-election.  
Although School Board 
Trustees positions are 
non-partisan we need 
to hold on to the three 
Democrat held School 
Board positions – Cindy 
Trigg and Teri Jamin 
are termed-out with 
Karen Chessell eligible 
to run again.   There are 
many special district 
position to be filled – 
East Fork Swimming 
Pool District, every 
General Improvement 
District (GID) has at 
least one opening, Min-
den-Gardnerville  
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FUNDRAIS ING 

 Handmade Card 
Workshop ($25) 

 Bingo gathering ($5/
card) 

 Frey Ranch-Churchill 
Winery & Distillery 
w/lunch at Slanted 
Porch in Fallon ($30) 

 
 

Keep an eye out for 
dates for these great 
adventures. 
 Bently Ranch Tour 

($20) 
 Marjorie Russell 

Clothing & Textile 
Research Center 
($25) 

The Executive Board is 
looking for volunteers 
to help coordinate 
these needed fundrais-
ing projects.  If you can 
help with one or more 
of these, please con-
tract Katherine at 
jkw@gbis.com or 
267.0539. 

Katherine Winans 
President 

mailto:jkw@gbis.com
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LEGISLAT ION/I SSUES/P LATFORM 

 
Revisions to the charter school law would further 
expand charter schools and support school choice.  
In my experience the problem with school choice is 
it often becomes not a choice for students living in 
poverty but rather an opt out of the public system 
for middle and upper middle class families.  Another 
area of concern is collective bargaining reform 
passed in SB 241.  What this will really mean for col-
lective bargaining in school systems is open to inter-
pretation and will likely be a source of litigation 
moving forward.  
 
Our children are the future of our state and our 
country.  We need to ensure they receive a free, 
quality and appropriate education regardless of 
their geographical region, or socio-economic status.  
What can we do as citizens to monitor and support 
the continued improvement of public education in 
Nevada?  Support the candidates running for public-
ly elected office who believe in a public education 
system that provides a quality education for all chil-
dren.   Volunteer to serve on education advisory 
boards, either local or state, or consider running for 
a seat on the school board.  Ensuring all our children 
receive the education they need to be successful 
citizens is our civic duty.  Our future depends on it!   

 

Peggy J. Wozniak, EdD 
DCDW Legislations/Issues./Platform Chair 
 
 

Public Education in Nevada 
 
One of the basic rights for all children in the Unit-
ed States is the opportunity for a free, public edu-
cation through grade 12.   The quality of public ed-
ucation, however, varies by state and within re-
gions of a state.  Nevada, sadly, ranks near the 
bottom of states in the U.S. for the quality of the 
education offered to its students.   
 
The level of political involvement in public educa-
tion is increasing across the country.  Whether 
this is an advantage or disadvantage is a matter of 
opinion and debate.  The connection between a 
governor’s office and a state education depart-
ment varies by state.  In some states the state su-
perintendent of schools is publicly elected by the 
people, in others he or she is appointed by a state 
board of education, and here in Nevada the state 
superintendent is appointed by the Governor, a 
practice that began in 2013.   In this situation the 
platform of the governor’s office will closely 
affect the policies and practices of the school sys-
tem.  Fortunately, current Governor Sandoval has 
placed improvement of Nevada’s PreK-12 educa-
tion system as a priority.  The outcome of this 
most recent legislative session has some good 
news for schools and some areas of potential con-
cern. 
 
Some of the good news is passage of a bill that 
expands breakfast in the classroom.  Proper nutri-
tion for all students, especially those living in pov-
erty, is a basic need for students to be able to per-
form at their best in school.  Additional funding 
for Preschool and the expansion of full day kinder-
garten are critical to improving the graduation 
rate.  There is extensive research on how im-
portant the early years are to child development 
and future student achievement.  The question 
remains if the funding allocated will be sufficient 
to fully implement these and other positive re-
forms. 
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val as the first American Indian woman to be ap-
pointed a member of his cabinet.  Sherry will 
share information about the Nevada Indian 
Tribes and the challenges they face through a 
power point presentation.  You’ll want to meet 
this self-empowered woman. 
 
 
We have a plethora of topics and speakers to 
choose from for the remainder of this DCDW 
term – all relevant to our mission and in align-
ment with our Democratic Credo.  The Executive 
Board looked at those choices at their June 23 
meeting.  Your input would be most welcomed.  
Feel free to contact me, Nancy Stiles, Program 
Chair, at nancyjostiles@gmail.com, or 775-783-
0562 for any program comments or suggestions.  
 
Nancy Stiles,  
VP Programs 

At our June luncheon, we 
heard Sarah Galetti, Devel-
opment Director of Planned 
Parenthood in Reno, tell us 
about the important pro-
grams Planned Parenthood provides.  She urged 
us to contact our state legislators regarding SB 
409 as they would be voting on the bill the same 
day of our luncheon.  We are pleased to say the 
bill did not pass. 
 
 

In July, Fred Lokken, Political Sci-
ence Professor at TMMC, will share 
with us his insights into the final re-
sults of the 2015 State Legislature 
Session.  He is both knowledgeable 
and humorous (humor Democrats 
would enjoy), so be sure to join us 

for a most interesting session July 6. 
 

 
Our August 3rd speaker will be  
Sherry Rupert, Executive Direc-
tor of the State of Nevada Indi-
an Commission, and an accom-
plished woman of Paiute and 
Washoe heritage.  She was 
sworn in by Gov. Brian Sando-

PROGRAMS 

Cindy Trigg at the  

Carson City Democratic 

Women’s Fashion Show 

on 4/25/2015 

mailto:nancyjostiles@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ubtechconference.com%2Fspeaker%2Ffred-lokken&ei=lDGPVYLvBcOMsAWCwoq4CA&bvm=bv.96783405,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNGKP4_IET7sob7DCZ9fQhUaVXnc2g&ust=143
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Findiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com%2F2014%2F10%2F20%2F1964-centennial-indian-princesses-gather-anniversary-reception-157419&ei=-zGPVeKlHYXpsAXpvZGgCA&bvm=bv.96
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PUBLIC RELATIONS—MAY & JUNE LUNCHEONS 

May 4th Luncheon 
 

 

 

Ms. Hawah Ahmad, President of the Neva-

da Young Democrats addressed the 

DCDW at the May Luncheon. 
New officers: Treasurer, Jo Ann Carpenter; Secretary, Star Carpen-

ter; Vice President, Nancy Stiles, and President, Katherine Winans 

June Luncheon 

 

JoEtta Brown, outgoing 

president Jeanne Larson  

& President Katherine Winans  

Speaker Sarah Tucker-Galetti 

(center), Development Direc-

tor for Planned Parenthood at 

the June Luncheon; Vice Presi-

dent Nancy Stiles and Presi-

dent, Katherine Winans 

Speaker Sarah Tucker-Galetti, 

Development Director for 

Planned Parenthood at the 

DCDW June Luncheon 
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SCHOLARSHIP  

Dear DCDW, 
 
Hello!  About 9 years ago your group gave a 
scholarship to my daughter, Siobhan Curley.  I’m 
writing to let you know that she is currently at-
tending California Western School of Law and in-
terning at the California Innocence Project.  
Thank you for having believed in her!  :) 
Sincerely, 
Anneliese Hess 

I want to thank the members of the Scholarship 
Committee who help with reading applications 
and then pick the most qualified persons from 
Whittell and Douglas H.S--Lauren George and 
Katherine Davis.  Also many BIG thanks to Jan 
Walls and Peggy Wozniak for presenting the 
scholarship certificates at the school ceremo-
nies.   
Sandy Paul 
Chair, DCDW Scholarship Committee  

Dear Douglas County Democratic Women, 
 First and foremost I want to express my sincere gratitude for your contribution to 
my education. My educational experience up to this point has been nothing short 
of amazing. I am very privileged to have not only the ability, but also the opportuni-
ty to experience and excel at higher institutions of learning. Thank you for believing 
in my ability and being a part of my experience. My undergraduate experience at 
Santa Clara University was nothing short of amazing and incredibly instrumental in 
preparing me for the present. I am currently enrolled in my first year of law school 
at California Western School of Law in San Diego, CA. I am also employed as an in-
tern at the California Innocence Project. The California Innocence Project is a non-
profit legal clinic, which represents and helps to exonerate inmates from California prisons. We often 
deal with cases that were convicted based on now defunct scientific principles, unreliable eyewitness 
testimony, or misrepresentation by counsel or prosecutorial misconduct. The work is meaningful and 
rewarding. I plan to continue with meaningful and rewarding work as I move forward in my legal career. 
It is my true ambition to use the distinct privilege I have enjoyed in pursuing my higher education to do 
something of meaning in this world. To educate, to represent, to seek justice, feels like my true purpose 
on this earth and I am so grateful to be able to pursue that purpose. To those ends, I have joined and 
taken part in the activities multiple associations, within and without the law school, including: The Pub-
lic Interest Law Foundation, Amnesty International, The Criminal Law Association, and The American 
Civil Liberties Union. I want to thank you again for believing in the promise of my education, but more 
importantly for standing as an example for Women within our community harnessing their strength and 
power to empower and educate others. You are a true inspiration. 
 
All the best, 
 
Siobhan Curley 
California Western School of Law J.D. Candidate, 2017 
Santa Clara University, BS, 2011  

SCHOLARSHIP 
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SCHOLARSHIP ESSAYS 

Laura George – Whittell 
 
     I am proud that I have contributed my time throughout high school to community service.  I have 
been a part of Canned Food Drives, where our leadership class collected nonperishable foods and 
brought them to local churches.  Along with F.E.A.T for Dance, I had the amazing opportunity to volun-
teer dance routines to raise money for autism awareness.  I helped organize the Blood Drive at my 
school.  However, the event that touched me the most was the Festival of Trees and Lights. 
     The Festival of Trees and Lights is an event put on by the Barton Memorial Hospital.  It is one of the 
largest fundraisers held in Lake Tahoe, and I am pleased to have had the opportunity to volunteer.  I 
performed dances at this event for the past four years.  After performing, I had the privilege to talk to 
the people hosting and I learned they were doctors and nurses who worked at the hospital here.  The 
time I spent with them gave me a new appreciation for the medical filed.  Their dedication and positive 
outlook was inspiring.  The Festival of Trees and Lights really touched my heart.  This event is very per-
sonal to me because my grandmother spent a lot of time there.  I realize I was giving back to a hospital 
that took such good care of my family.  I want to become a nurse because of all these amazing opportu-
nities that have been laid out for me.  I plan to conscientiously continue to perform community service. 
 

Katherine Davis – Douglas 
 

     After three years as a member of Douglas High Leadership, the decision to join this organization is 
still one of the best I have ever made.  While also involved in National Honors Society and Block D Let-
termen’s Club, my role as both Junior Class President and All Student Body President through Leader-
ship provided me innumerable experiences with community service.  As I prepare to leave my Leader-
ship family in the coming spring, I embark with an entirely different attitude than on the first say of 
sophomore years.  Due to the impact I know I have made over my three years as member of Douglas 
High Leadership, I have discovered what it truly means to wholeheartedly dedicate myself to a cause.  
After spending over 250 hours involving myself in the betterment of my community, from 0participat-
ing in events for the Red Cross, Relay for Life, Boy’s and Girls’ Club, Town of Minden/Gardnerville/
Genoa, and beyond, I know that this volunteer work has motivated me to dedicate myself and my life 
to helping those in a way that I was so privileged to experience.  After receiving my BA I Communica-
tion Studies from the University of San Diego, I intend to travel extensively through the Peace Corps, 
providing education, resources opportunity and joy to the lives of those who are often overlooked.  I 
wholeheartedly believe that my passion to help others worldwide stems from my experience in my 
own community, and I am eternally grateful for the opportunity to serve my community through 
Douglas High School Leadership. 
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THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN (CSW) 2 015 , NEW YORK CITY 

By Linda Hiebert Sekiguchi 
 
As a delegate for VGIF (an international women’s foundation funding global women’s grassroots pro-
jects) , I was privileged to join 9,000 women from around the world in attending the U.N. Commission 
on the Status of Women events in New York City from March 8-13.   
We celebrated the 20th anniversary of the Beijing Women’s Conference (1995) and the Beijing Plat-
form for Action (BPFA).This historic event was the first time in history that women of the world unit-
ed in a document showing the governments of the world just what was needed at that point in time 
for women to gain equality.   Twelve critical areas were identified.   We celebrated their relevance 
now in 2015 and rallied for continued implementation.   Twenty years have passed and while progress 
has been made, it is not enough. 
  
The intent of the 2015 UN CSW was to review the progress made since Beijing.  Also, it focused World 
attention on the gaps that remain, tasking world leaders and governments with implementing laws 
and policies that will put women on equal footing with men in the areas of social, economic and envi-
ronmental development by 2030. 
 
How exciting it was to join in the International Women’s Day March for Equality, culminating in Times 
Square.  Thousands of women joined in marching, chanting, and listening to rousing speeches from all 
sectors of society—including a woman with a white cane, men, governmental officials, and represent-
atives from the various continents. 
 
What an awesome experience I had, obtaining one of the scarce tickets for attending the opening 
session of the Commission in the United Nations chambers. There, we heard from high level U.N. offi-
cials and observed the passing of the Outcome Document agreed to by  the members of the Commis-
sion. 
 
Official U.N. sessions, parallel events, and side events, sponsored by multiple Non-governmental Or-
ganizations filled U.N. auditoriums, the 12-story Church Center across the street, the Salvation Army 
auditoriums on 52nd, meeting rooms in the Millennium Hotel, the Armenian Cultural Center on 35th,  
the New York Public Library, rooms at NY University…  I had very difficult decisions as to what events 
to attend. 
 
“Creating a world with greater equality for generations to come is the defining and most urgent chal-
lenge of this century,” Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, executive director of U.N. Women, said in a state-
ment. “Gender equality and the realization of women’s and girls’ human rights are fundamental for 
achieving (overall) human rights, peace and security and sustainable development.” 
 
As for progress made with the Millennium Development Goals, which end in 2015 “No country has 
achieved gender parity, despite the many good laws that have been passed,” Mlambo-Ngcuka said in 
a taped address. “This means that we cannot continue in the same way and expect far-reaching 
changes. Business as usual will erode the gains we have made, so we have to step it up.”   Certainly, 
challenges remain for women living in the U.S. as well as for women living all around the globe. We 
continue to work for laws, the implementation of laws, and best practices that will benefit women, 
men, and their families. All people deserve dignity, respect, and basic human rights. 

http://wg-usa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=940b6fdbd7f649d2b4f6ade88&id=4faed3fee4&e=86ac908857
http://wg-usa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=940b6fdbd7f649d2b4f6ade88&id=4faed3fee4&e=86ac908857
http://wg-usa.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=940b6fdbd7f649d2b4f6ade88&id=095f1f005a&e=86ac908857
http://wg-usa.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=940b6fdbd7f649d2b4f6ade88&id=095f1f005a&e=86ac908857


 

 Making a Difference in Our Community 

Summer 2015 Newsletter Page 8 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

In an effort to keep DCDW in the local news – 
showing we are vital part of the community – we 
will be working with Back Pack Buddies and The 
Nature Conservancy’s River Fork Ranch through-
out the coming year. 
 
We’re hoping lots of you (members and friends) 
help with these specific projects. 
Back Pack Buddies 
Monday August 10 is set for the DCDW day to as-
semble the first packing for the 2015-16 Back Pack 
Buddies year. Clean plastic bags will be needed as 
will tooth paste and dental floss.  We have two 
luncheons to collect them so please bring to the 
July 6 and August 3 luncheons.  The packing is 
done at the Heritage Building on the Gardnerville 

Elementary School campus and starts at 9:00am.   
River Fork Ranch (The Nature Conservancy) 
Duane Petite, of the Nature Conservancy’s River 
Fork Ranch, was very excited about our offer to 
provide him with a DCDW Cleaning Brigade.  The 
hope is to have a list of on-call volunteers who can 
be contacted when he needs some help.  You 
won’t have to respond to every request, just 
those that fit your schedule.  He needs help with 
trash pick-up on the grounds, tidying Whit Hall 
Interpretive Center (the house) after tours – espe-
cially the student tours – and an occasional thor-
ough cleaning (windows and floors).  If you’d like 
to add your name to the on-call list, please con-
tact Katherine at 267.0539 or jkw@gbis.com.  

COMMUNITY PROJECTS  

year it will be for a 1967 red Mustang!  In addi-
tion, we’ll raffle one year naming rights for the 
Dining room, Scoreboards, and your own private 
Toilet Stall 
 
Questions – Marion Barritt at 782-7353 

The Douglas County Community Center Foundation, 
a 501C3 non-profit is soliciting donations for the 
Douglas County Community & Senior Center Annual 
Fund Raising Dinner, Oct. 11, 2015.   
 
The Douglas Democrats were among the first to 
support our fundraising in 2014 with a generous gift 
of $1000; and we are recognized for this in the Cen-
ter and on their web site. Donations are tax deducti-
ble. 
 
At the October western-themed fund raising dinner, 
we will have a Silent Auction of 10 items. One item 
will be a bright red wheelbarrow (from Ace Hard-
ware) filled with bottles of wine (& other spirits/
mixers).  So this is a request to all democrats to do-
nate a bottle or two – bring to any of our events in 
the next couple of months.  Marion will collect.  You 
can bring to DCDW luncheons or DCDCC meetings. 
Melanie has offered to do her magic packing it all 
together. 
 
We’ll also have our annual Regressive Raffle – this 

mailto:jkw@gbis.com
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July 04 – Independence Day 
July 06 – DCDW Luncheon Meeting - Fred Lokken at CVI – 11:30a 
July 15 – DCDW Executive Board Meeting @ HQ – 9:00a 
July 23 – Douglas Dems meeting 6:30 social 7:00 meeting at HQ 
July 25 – Douglas Dems Annual BBQ – Mormon Station Genoa – 2-5:00p $15 
August 03 – DCDW Luncheon Meeting –  
          Sherry Rupert, Executive Director of the Nevada State Indian Commission – CVI – 11:30a 
August 18 – DCDW Executive Board Meeting @ HQ – 9:00a 
August 27 – Douglas Dems meeting 6:30 social 7:00 meeting at HQ 
September 07 – Labor Day 
September 14 – DCDW Luncheon Meeting – 11:30a 
September 15 – DCDW Executive Board Meeting @ HQ – 9:00a 
  – DCDW Newsletter Deadline 
September 24 – Douglas Dems meeting 6:30 social 7:00 meeting at HQ 

CALENDAR 

DCDW 2015-2016 OFFICERS AND CHAIRS  

President:   Katherine Winans 

Vice President Nancy Stiles 

Secretary:   Janet Adams 

Treasurer:  Joan Carpenter 

 
 

Fundraising Chair:  open 

Membership Chair:  Melanie Mehan-Crossley 

Legislation Chair:  Peggy Wozniak 

Scholarship Chair:  Sandra Paul 

Public Relations Chair:  Corky Anderson 

Hospitality Chair:  Jan Walls 

TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP USE HTTPS://DCDWOMEN.FILES.WORDPRESS.COM/2015/04/AP-2015-16.PDF 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL I S NOW OVERDUE 

Douglas Dem’s photographer Pat Stanley has offered to donate 
his time, talent and supplies to take professional grade photos of 
your pet…In costume if you’d like.  Think Birthday, Back to 
School, Anniversary… 
 
You and Pat will make the arrangements for time and place.  Just 
give him a call or send him an email--  napapat7373@charter.net 
or 775.790.0440.  The cost is only $20 per photo session.  All mon-
ey goes to DCDW.  This would make a great memento for some-
one going off to college…a photo of their favorite friend. 

SEASONAL PET PHOTO FUNDRAISER 

mailto:napapat7373@charter.net

