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When I reminisce about my life and
whether I’m making the best of it I realize the things I’m most proud of are
things that challenged me. Things moving (or jolting) me out of my comfort
zone. For example, selling Girl Scout
Cookies. I hated it and am still not good
cold-calling but I did it. I didn’t win the
prize for the most cookies sold but I also
didn’t have to be one of those who didn’t sell any. I stepped up to run for office
in high school…didn’t win but participated. Tried out for cheerleader and although I only made Junior Varsity squad…
I did it. It took a long time but I worked
my way through college to become the
first in my family with a college degree. I
won a District speaking contest with
Business and Professional Women then
went on to become an instructor for the
course to help other women experience
the same challenge…and lived to tell
about it. I took on the challenge of earning my Certified Meeting Professional
(CMP) designation a long and rigorous
process and completed the Certified
Medical Meeting Manager (CMMM) program. Way before I stepped into a leadership role with DCDW and then DCDCC I
was a county delegate (almost invisible
but I did it) with the Peace & Freedom
Party in San Francisco in the 60s. I participated in the Douglas County Leader-

ship program, as the only professed
Democrat, and am now working with
county leaders on the Steering Committee guiding others through the eleven
month challenge.
The theme here is I took the risk. The
risk of trying something new. The risk of
challenging myself to explore ways to
improve myself, others and my community. This is why I do what I do for
DCDW, I enjoy the challenge and excitement of new experiences and working
with many different people. There are
many opportunities out there. DCDW is
but one. Taking on one of the many
leadership opportunities in DCDW is a
chance to challenge yourself and be of
service to the community. I am asking
you to consider taking that challenge.
Looking back I see I have made a difference in circumstances and people’s lives
and I am pleased.
Katherine Winans
President
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Message from the DCDCC
Keep Your Eye on the Prize, January 9, 2016
Since I was first elected Chair of Douglas Democrats
a few years ago, I’ve heard that the Rural Nevada
counties do not get the attention they deserve from
state or higher levels within the Democratic Party.
That’s about to change, and I’ll tell you why. It’s
about setting the goal and keeping our eyes on the
prize.
For background, I grew up with ADD and it was a
good news- bad news thing for me. When something didn’t interest me, the lesson could elude me.
On the other hand, if a subject or task really caught
my attention, there was virtually no force in the
world that would shake my concentration. I’ve always loved solving challenges that others hesitate
to tackle.
Simply adhering to conventional thinking didn’t always provide the answers or results I was seeking. I
learned sometimes it is necessary to get off the
beaten path to accomplish desired goals. Now and
then, choosing different or more efficient paths can
lead to effective answers more quickly. Experience
has led me to the conclusion that it’s not required
to go through life reading others’ scripts, but that it
is perfectly okay to write our own now and then, as
long as we’re willing to live with the results (or consequences) of our choices.
This brings me to the current political environment.
Opinions vary and occasionally tensions arise, but
I’ve figured out that everyone reaches their own
conclusions, based on their own perspectives. I hear
many different opinions, and it’s rarely clear who
has the correct perspective or whose thinking may
be flawed. And I much prefer to get personally involved to learn firsthand, rather than to turn on a
television to assess the differences.
To get back on point, I encourage everyone to draw
conclusions the best that they can, based on the
perspectives that make the most sense to them, and
to give their all to elect the Democratic candidates
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or to support issues that they feel best deserve
their efforts. I certainly intend to do the same.
Our ability, as Democrats, to successfully affect positive change, relies on our active involvement, in
the greatest numbers possible. Which leads to the
next important information!
On January 9, 2016, Douglas County will host the
First In The West Rural Blue Dinner to kick off the
2016 election cycle in style.
We will have sit-down seating for 450 people at the
Carson Valley Inn, as well as additional rooms for
socializing. On that evening, Democrats will take
over every bit of available meeting space at CVI! A
nationally known Democratic speaker who is also a
former presidential candidate will give our keynote
address. This fundraising dinner extravaganza is a
multi-county cooperative effort, with attendees expected from all over Nevada and the US.
The event date was strategically planned to precede the Democratic caucuses, in order to build significant Rural Nevada Democratic momentum to
nominate our candidate and get on with business.
After First In The West, the message will be loud
and clear that Rural Nevada Democrats are indeed
a force to be reckoned with, and our voices WILL be
heard!
Get your tickets early and plan on joining us for this
historic event.
Keep your eye on the prize!

Kimi Cole
DCDCC Chair
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Fundraising

Bently Ranch Tour
Please join us Friday November 13 for a private tour of Bently Ranch. Meet at the ranch
office (white building on the right on Stockyard Road-east off Hwy 395 just north of Muller).
At 10:00am a DART bus will depart and drive us around the ranch while Ranch Manager
Matt McKinney tells us some of the history of Bently in the Valley, the Bently holdings
here and in Northern California, the cattle and alfalfa operations, the new distillery and
retail outlet plans, Christopher Bently's involvement in overall operations, future projects and new Foundation. He will also answer your questions. The bus will return us to the ranch office at
or close to noon.
This tour is limited to 20 people (capacity of the bus) so get your reservation in early.
Cost is $20 per person.
PREPAYAMENT reserves your spot.
We’ll keep a waiting list and if it’s long enough we will try to arrange another tour.
Please RSVP to Katherine at jkw@gbis.com or 267.0539 and mail your payment, payable to DCDW, to her at
1171 Chaparral Court, Minden 89423.

Payment must be received by Wednesday November 11

Frey Ranch Distillery Tour September 12

We really had a “good”
time says Katherine
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Fundraising (cont’d)
Keep an eye out for dates for these great adventures.
October 17 – Saturday – 10:30-11:30a – Handmade Card Workshop ($20)
November 13 – Friday – 10:00-Noon – Bently Ranch Tour ($20)
Look for these springtime events
Bingo gathering ($5/card)
Chocolate baking demonstration
Marjory Russell Clothing and Textile Research Center and Museum

The Executive Board is looking for volunteers to help coordinate these much needed fundraising projects. If
you can help with one or more of these, please contract Katherine at jkw@gbis.com or 267.0539.

Pet Photos
Douglas Dem’s photographer Pat Stanley has offered to donate his time, talent and supplies to take
professional grade photos of your pet…In costume if you’d like. Think Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas,
New Year’s, Valentine’s Day…
You and Pat will make the arrangements for time and place just give him a call or send him an email -napapat7373@charter.net or 775.790.0440. The cost is only $20 per photo session. All money goes to
DCDW. This would make a great Christmas card or over-the-fireplace portrait.
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Community Projects

River Fork Ranch Cleaning Brigade

DCDW is again participating in the Carson Valley Historical Society’s Gallery of Trees Fundraiser. Please stop by the museum and vote for the DCDW tree. Remember every 25-cents
is one vote. Do the math-a $5 bill is 20 votes and helps our great museum.

Membership
Dear Katherine,
Thank you so much for thinking of me and sending me a current roster of DCDW. It was wonderful to see
that many of the women I know are still active. I am so proud of what we did and what the ladies are still
doing to effect growth in the Democratic Party in Northern Nevada.
My arthritis is quite bad and I work out in the pool a great deal. Don and I are otherwise healthy but have
slowed down now that we are both 80. I will help the Democratic campaigns when we get closer to the election. I'm not up to going door to door but I do office work etc. Please say hello to those who remember me.
Affectionately.
Peggy Powell
(Ed: Peggy is one of Founding Members of DCDW and lives out of the area)
Welcome New Members
Betsy Strohl - betssstrohl@yahoo.com – 392.2730
Roster changes
Lucie Johnson correct phone is 775.783.4073
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Programs
We were so pleased to have had Vanessa Spinazola, ACLU Legislative & Advocacy Director as our
September program. What energy! Vanessa has given us a new awareness on issues of concern. We are fortunate to have her working on behalf of all Nevadans.

In October we will be hearing from Jill Derby on international interests. As you may know,
Jill has lived and worked in the Middle East and has a Ph.D. in Cultural Anthropology, specializing in Middle Eastern cultures. She will be sharing insights and understandings of
cross-culture in our increasingly globalized world. Her topic will be: The Kurds of Iraq:
Their Place in History and the Current Turmoil in the Middle East. This will be a fascinating look at the Middle East through informed eyes.

November’s program will be about public lands issues with Alicia Reban, Co-executive Director of Nevada Land Trust. Nevada Land Trust is our state's first independent nonprofit land
trust, working to protect open space for people and wildlife since 1998. NLT became nationally accredited in early 2015, and has a number of active projects in Douglas County, including along the Sierra Front, in Churchill Canyon, and at Lake Tahoe. Alicia Reban and Chuck
Pope will update us on these exciting efforts and share their perspectives on public lands
issues in Nevada at the local, state, and federal levels. For more information on Nevada Land Trust, visit www.nevadalandtrust.org.

Our Dec. meeting will be replaced with a holiday celebration, but you’ll want to join
us on January 4 to hear Anne Hansen, Western Nevada College’s Information & Marketing Director. You’ve probably noticed a number of articles in the paper about
WNC. Great things are happening there, and Anne will be giving us more information on the many programs at WNC that are helping our community. Some may surprise you.
Nancy Stiles
Vice-President/Program Chair

Special note: The traditional annual Christmas Party will be
at our regular monthly luncheon on December 7. Please
mark your calendar and join us for this a special luncheon.
We will be collecting for Back Pack Buddies.
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Our Website address is:
http://dcdwomen.net/
Calendar
October 05 – DCDW Luncheon Meeting – Jill Derby at CVI – 11:30a
October 10 – Handmade Card Workshop October 21 – DCDW Executive Board Meeting @ HQ – 9:00a
October 22 – Douglas Dems meeting 6:30 social 7:00 meeting at HQ
October 30 – Nevada Day Parade
October 31 - Halloween
November 02 – DCDW Luncheon Meeting – Nevada Lands Trust – CVI – 11:30a
November 18 – DCDW Executive Board Meeting @ HQ – 9:00a
November 19 – Douglas Dems meeting 6:30 social 7:00 meeting at HQ
November 26 - Thanksgiving
December 07 – Christmas Luncheon- CVI 11:30a-1:30p
December 16 – DCDW Executive Board Meeting @ HQ – 9:00a
December 25 – Christmas
January 09 ‘16 – First in the West Dinner – CVI
February 20 ’16 – County Caucuses

DCDW 2015-16 Officers & Chairs
President: Katherine Winans
Vice President Nancy Stiles
Secretary: Janet Adams
Treasurer: Joan Carpenter

Newsletter Editor: Katherine Winans

Fundraising Chair: open
Membership Chair: Melanie Meehan-Crossley
Legislation Chair: Peggy Wozniak
Scholarship Chair: Sandra Paul
Public Relations Chair: Corky Anderson
Hospitality Chair: Jan Walls

Newsletter Publisher: Lucie Johnson
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