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Good fortune is shining down on us!  We have added peo-
ple to our board with excellent skill sets.  We welcome San-
dra Kelley as Community Service Chair, Vickie Kieffer as 
Public Relations Chair, and Janice Noble and Beth Mancl 
as Legislation Co-Chairs.  We are still looking for a Fund-
raising Chair to help us organize and report on our  
previously determined fundraisers.  Is it you? 

If you have not signed up to be on one of the committees, 
please do so.  I don’t need to tell you that this will be a very 
active year for DCDW with the elections and the 2017  
Legislature.  We are going to need all the help we can get.  
There are plenty of opportunities for you to help with the 
election campaigns through October and early November 
and later during the 2017 Legislative Session from Febru-
ary to June.   

We will be sending out a survey through Survey Monkey to 
help let us know where you would be willing to help.  There 
are plenty of things to do other than knock on doors or 
make phone calls, so if those are “not your thing”, we still 
have a place for you.  In addition to the campaign volun-
teers in our area, we will have many coming from California 
during the October weekends who will be knocking on 
doors and making phone calls, and they will need suste-
nance.  I have committed our DCDW members to providing 
food for these volunteers as they help us on the week-ends 
in October.  A sign up list will be made available at our  
October luncheon for you to participate in this very valua-
ble, very needed, very appreciated project.  In addition, we 
will be looking for people to be on call for getting people to 
the voting polls who do not have transportation.  Janet  
Adams will be organizing that piece for us.  If you miss the 
sign-up sheets at our Oct. 3

rd
 luncheon, please contact 

Nancy at nancyjostiles@gmail.com to volunteer to bring a 
dish or two of food for our volunteers on one of the week-
ends in October.   

We are all aware of the discord in our 
nation at this time, and even in our 
own political party.  Our choice 
seems very clear – to fall into the  
discord or rise above it and lead by 
example.  We Democrats are a proud 
group, and what holds us together is 
our values, and without question, our 
values are about inclusion.  Let’s 
keep our values as our focus, and 
even when we disagree with our  
politicians, it is imperative that we 
keep Democrats in office to support 
our values.  It would seem we are at 
a crossroads, and each voice counts 
as to the path we choose to take. 
“United we stand, divided we fall”. 

Nancy Stiles, 
President  
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Programs 

Our speaker for October will be Katherine (Kit) Prendergast, owner of Career Connections of  

Sierra Nevada in Reno.  She is a PCC credentialed coach with the International Coach  

Federation (ICF), a Certified Executive & Leadership Development Coach (CELDC) and a  

Certified Social & Emotional Intelligence Coach (SEI) as well as a Certified Career Management 

Coach (CCMC). 

Kit is experienced in a variety of career/strength assess-

ments and is a certified Myers Briggs Inventory (MBTI) 

instructor as well as a licensed provider of the Four 

Lenses Temperament  

Discovery assessment.  Her topic for our meeting will be “The Challenge of Generational  

Differences Among Volunteers”.  She will deal with how to work with different generations during 

this election cycle.  It can be invigorating but also challenging simply because each generation 

brings different expectations to their volunteer roles and responsibilities.  We hope to walk away 

with a wealth of ideas, strategies, and concrete tools to apply immediately to our own volunteer 

role in this election cycle. 

Our November speaker will be Dr. Carina Black who received a Ph. D. in Compara-

tive Politics from the University of Nevada, Reno.  Currently, as an adjunct faculty 

member at UNR, she has taught courses in global studies, world politics, compara-

tive politics, democratization, international organizations and Latin American  

politics. She is a native of Argentina and a citizen of Switzerland and the US.  She 

has lived in the United States since 1987. Dr. Black is the first Executive Director of 

the Northern Nevada International Center (NNIC). 

As executive director of the NNIC, she was approached by several groups in the 

aftermath of the Syrian civil war regarding assistance for the large numbers of refugees attempt-

ing to resettle in safer places. The organization prepared an application to become a refugee  

resettlement site under one of the nine Voluntary Agencies, the U.S. Committee for Refugees and 

Immigrants.  Recent terrorist attacks have negatively changed the world view of refugee resettle-

ment. Dr. Black will describe the organization’s next steps in the effort to change the conversation 

about what refugee resettlement entails in America. 

 

Our December meeting will be a Holiday Celebration.  We are planning another Bake Sale for this 
upcoming holiday season.   
 
JoAnn Carpenter, 
Vice-President 
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It is with gratitude that we say thank you to Lucie Johnson who was the first Chairwoman of the Leg-

islative Committee.  Since May, Mrs. Johnson has worked tirelessly to organize the committee and 

provide leadership as the committee selected, researched, and monitored important issues facing 

our community.  Our committee wishes to express its thanks to her for her hard work, dedication, 

and contributions to DCDW and the legislative Committee.  Mrs. Johnson plans to remain an active 

member of the Legislative committee. 

The Legislative Committee is pleased to announce its new Co-Chairs.  Elizabeth (Beth) Mancl and 

Janice Noble will work closely together to provide leadership for the committee and carry on the 

great work initiated by Ms. Johnson.  The next meeting of the Legislative Committee is Wednesday, 

October 12, 2016 at 10:30 a.m. at the Democratic Headquarters in Gardnerville.  

Among the many activities the Committee plans to address, it will continue its discussions during the 

next few months to define and adopt its action goals and objectives for the coming year.  These 

goals and objectives will align directly with the Bylaws of DCDW and the goals established by 

DCDW. 

With the advent of the legislative session due to begin early next year, committee members have 

selected the following list of issues to research and monitor for action during the legislative session. 

Civil Rights 
Elections 
Human Rights/Human Trafficking 
Voter Suppression 
Campaign Finance 
Healthcare 
Family Welfare/Social Security 
Reproductive Choice 
Education 
Environment 
Energy 
Gun Safety Laws 
Equality/ERA 
Jobs and Economy/Minimum Wages 

 

Each issue has been assigned to a member of the Committee and is being actively researched and 

monitored with monthly reports to the membership.  This information will be compiled into an execu-

tive summary and updated as more information becomes available.  The Committee wishes to ex-

press thanks to our members for the work being done on this important project. 
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October Forums 

The League of Women Voters of Northern Nevada, in partnership with Sierra Nevada Forums, 

American Association of University Women Capital (NV) Branch, and PFLAG Carson Region, will 

present a series of election forums on October 11, 12, and 18. The free forums will feature state and 

local candidates and experts on the questions that will appear on the November 8 Carson City bal-

lot.  The public is invited to attend the three forums.  Attendees having questions for the candidates 

or about the ballot questions may submit them in writing the night of the forums.  

See attached flyer for program speakers and topics.  

LOCATION:  
Brewery Arts Center 
Performance Hall 
511 West King St., Carson City, NV  
DOORS OPEN: 5:30 p.m.  
TIME: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
COST: FREE  
 
To access nonpartisan information on local and state candidates in the upcoming election visit the 
U.S. League’s website www.Vote411.org. 
 

INFORMATION ON NEVADA LEGISLATION INITIATIVES 
 

THE BACKGROUND CHECK INITIATIVE 
QUESTION 1 

 
Given the rise of firearm-related violence in the United States, several states have initiated new leg-
islative measures to attempt to keep firearms out of the possession of individuals who are prohibited 
from having them. This November, voters in Nevada will be asked to approve the Background 
Check Initiative, which is a statewide question to amend an existing Nevada law. Under current law, 
Federal Firearm Licensed (FFL) dealers are required to perform criminal background checks on 
buyers of firearms. However, private firearm sales made online, in-person, or at gun shows are not 
usually conducted using a FFL dealer, and thus are not subject to a background check. If a majority 
of voters approve the proposed measure, the revised law would require that an unlicensed person 
who wishes to sell or transfer a firearm to another person conduct the transfer through a Federal 
Firearm Licensed (FFL) dealer who must run a background check.  
 

MEDICAL PATIENT TAX RELIEF ACT 
QUESTION 4 

 
On November 8, 2016, the election ballot in Nevada will feature a statewide question (Question 4) to 
amend the Nevada Constitution to provide sales and use tax exemptions for individuals requiring 
certain medical, oxygen delivery and mobility-enhancing equipment. Currently, the state exempts 
prosthetic devices from sales and use tax, and the proposed amendment would expand exemptions 
to include durable medical equipment, oxygen delivery equipment and mobility-enhancing equip-
ment, including: (1) oxygen tanks and concentrators, (2) ventilators, (3) continuous positive airway 
pressure (CPAP) machines, (4) nebulizers, (5) drug infusion devices, (6) feeding pumps, (7) infant 
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apnea monitors, (8) hospital beds, (9) bath and shower aids, (10) wheelchairs, (11) walkers, (12) 
canes, and (13) crutches.  
 
If a majority of voters approve the ballot initiative, Article 10 of the Nevada Constitution would be 
amended to include a new section, Section 7, which would read as follows:  
 

“The legislature shall provide by law for the exemption of durable medical equipment, oxygen 
delivery equipment and mobility-enhancing equipment prescribed for human use by a li-
censed provider of health care acting within his or her scope of practice from any tax upon 
the sale, storage, use or consumption of tangible personal property.”  

 
Source: Guinn Center for Policy Priorities  www.guinncenter.org   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Voter Registration deadline - In Person: October 18, 2016 

The last day you may register to vote or update your existing registration ONLY by the following 

means: (1) In-person at the Election Department offices or (2) On the Secretary of State\'s Internet 

site.  

Voter Registration deadline - By Mail: October 21, 2016 

Before 5 p.m. on this date, the County Clerk/Registrar shall mail to each registered voter in each 

mailing precinct and in each absent ballot mailing precinct an official mailing ballot.  

Early Voting/Absentee Voting By Mail begins:  October 22, 2016 

First day any voter registered may vote at any early voting site within the County (14 days Oct. 22 – 

November 4). Hours and days vary by location. 

 

Absentee Ballot Request deadline - By Mail: November 1, 2016 

Mail/Absentee Ballot Request Deadline: Last day for the Election Department to RECEIVE WRIT-

TEN mail ballot requests. 

Early Voting/Absentee Voting By Mail begins: November 4, 2016 

Legislation 
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Last day any voter registered may vote at any early voting site within the County. Hours and days 

vary by location. 

Absentee Ballot return deadline: November 8, 2016 

Absentee Ballot Return 

General Election (Federal and State: November 8, 2016 

Vote 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Election Day at your assigned Polling Place 

 
Janice Noble and Beth Mancl 
Co-Chairs of the Legislation Committee 
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The September 16 Bently Ranch Tour was a smaller but inquisitive group.  Great questions 

kept the narrative of interest to us.  There is so much to hear about Bently Enterprises and 

Bently Ranch in particular because they are such a large and vital part of our community.  If 

there is interest we can certainly do another Bently Ranch Tour. 

 October 8 is the date for our Bingo Bonanza 10-Noon at Douglas Dems Headquarters.  The 

Grand Prize (for the black-out game) is a $75 certificate for CVI Steak and we have a $30 cer-

tificate for Bodine’s as well as a Pass for 2 to the Nevada State Museum in Carson City (a $32 

value).  We’ve got great prizes for twelve (12) games and we’ll even provide some mid-

morning snacks and beverages. 

There’s still time to sign up just contact Katherine at jkw@gbis.com or 267.0539.  Your non-
Dem friends and relatives are welcome. 
 
Katherine Winans 
 
 
 
 
 
We are in need of a Fundraising Facilitator, which is a board position.  This year’s fundrais-
ers have been determined and planned; we just need a person to organize and report on 
them as they occur.  Please indicate your willingness to take this position to Nancy Stiles.  
You’ll have plenty of help. nancyjostiles@gmail.com.  

I look forward to serving as the new DCDW Public Relations Chair.  Thank you, Corky Anderson, 
for your assistance with making the transition. 
 
 We are working on posting more on our facebook page, adding a Twitter account, and keeping our 
website updated.   Watch for updates.  

 
Watch for our program announcements in both the Record Courier and the Nevada Appeal. 
  
Vickie Kieffer 
DCDW Public Relations Chair 

Fundraising  

 Public Relations 
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Community Projects 

Membership 

Roster changes 

JoAnn Carpenter – phone number – 775-297-3889 

Sue Van Hoosan—phone number—831-818-9860 

Sue Knight – phone number – 775-315-7777 

Robbie Robbins – phone number – 775-315-1772 

The Community Projects Committee focuses on projects with the goal of bringing awareness to 

DCDW and Douglas County Democrats through service to the community. 

 

An efficient group of volunteers cleaned the River Fork Ranch Nature Conservatory in August.  

The Ranch has hosted several groups over the summer and preparations for another group includ-

ed the need to clean the area used for food preparation (a.k.a. The garage). Cleaning took only an 

hour after being treated to an update by Duane Petite on a study currently underway at the ranch 

on pond turtles in the northern Sierras.  

 

Also in August an enthusiastic group of volunteers assembled bags of food for Backpack Buddies. 

Two hundred bags of food were quickly put together.   We’ll keep you informed of other opportuni-

ties to help pack food for the Backpack Buddies. 

 

Collection of food for Backpack Buddies will take place at the October 3 luncheon.  A list of needed 

food items is available on their website: www.backpackbuddies.com if you’d like to bring food 

items, but monetary contributions are always needed for the purchase of food at a reduced price 

for the organization.  Let’s make a good showing for the children in our community who do not 

have adequate food to eat on the weekends. 

 

Our December community service project will be to decorate a Christmas tree for the annual 

“Gallery of Trees” fundraising event for the Community Museum.  Watch for the announcement 

and join us for a fun morning of decorating together followed by a get-together lunch.  

Sandra Kelley 
Community Service Chair 

http://www.backpackbuddies.com
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Linda Gilkerson - school 

board candidate  

Larry Lippmann - school board candidate  

Sara LaFrance - Candidate 
for Board of Regents Dist 9 

Lin Larson, director of 
BackpackBuddies for 
Douglas Co. reporting 
on the status of Back-
pack Buddies 

Sara LaFrance, Larry Lippmann, Linda Gilker-

Oct. 3 Luncheon  

Kit Prendergast, speaker on Genera-
tional Differences as they apply to work-
ing with volunteers 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SuccessfulWomen
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SuccessfulWomen
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Newsletter Editor:  Nancy Stiles          Newsletter Publisher:  Lucie Johnson 

Our Website address is:  

http://dcdwomen.net/ 

Calendar  

DCDW 2016-2017 Officers & Chairs 

October, 2016 
October 3   11:30  DCDW Luncheon 

October 3   Backpack Buddies donations at luncheon 

October 4   11:30  Nevada Women’s Lobby Luncheon in Reno 

October 8   10:00 Bingo @ HQ 

October 10   Columbus Day 

October 11                                  Candidate Forum 6-8 @Brewery Arts Center 

October 12                                 Candidate Forum 6-8 @ Brewery Arts Center 

October 18                                 Ballot Issues Forum 6-8 @ Brewery Arts Center 

October 19   9:00 DCDW Executive Board Meeting @ HQ  

October 19   Presidential Debate 

October 22   Early voting for general election begins 

October 24   United Nations Day 

October 27   6:30  Douglas County Central Committee Meeting @ HQ 

October 29   Nevada Day 

October 31   Halloween 

November, 2016 
November 1   11:30  Nevada Women’s Lobby Luncheon in Reno 

November 4   Early voting for general election ends 

November 6   Daylight Savings Time Ends 

November 7   11:30  DCDW Luncheon 

November 8   Election Day 

November 11               Veterans Day 

November 16                9:00 DCDW Executive Board Meeting @ HQ 

November 17                6:30   Douglas County Central Committee Meeting @ HQ 

November 24                Thanksgiving Day 

December, 2016 
December 5   11:30 DCDW Luncheon/Bake Sale/Holiday Celebration 

December 6   11:30  Nevada Women’s Lobby Luncheon in Reno 

December 7   9:00 DCDW Executive Board Meeting @ HQ 

December 7   Newsletter articles due for Jan., Feb., Mar. 

December 22               6:30  Douglas County Central Committee Meeting @ HQ 

December 24              Hanukkah begins 
December 25              Christmas Day 

President:   Nancy Stiles 

Vice President JoAnn Carpenter 

Secretary:   Janet Adams 

Treasurer:  Betsy Strohl 

 

Fundraising Chair:  Open 

Membership Chair:  Melanie Mehan-Crossley 

Legislation Co-Chairs: Beth Mancl & Janice Noble  

Scholarship Chair:  Sandra Paul 

Public Relations Chair:  Vickie Kiefer 

Hospitality Chair:  Jan Walls 

http://dcdwomen.net/gallery
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