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These are historic times!  We’ve had a two-term black president, and now 
we have our first woman presumptive presidential nominee!  Best yet…
both are democrats.  What a gratified feeling it is to know that two of histo-
ry’s firsts came from the Democratic party.  We are seeing our democratic 
principles in action. 
 
It is our belief in our democratic principles outlined in our Democratic Cre-
do that brings us together and that will hold us together.  Our democratic 
principles strengthen us when we face the horror and tyranny of hate and 
fear unleashed on innocent citizens.  We are consoled somewhat with the 
idea that hope and love last longer than hate and fear.  Standing up for 
our democratic principles will define us as we make future choices as a 
nation, a state, a county, and as individuals. 
 
It is the sharing of our democratic principles that has brought an unprece-
dented number of new members to our DCDW since April, and those new 
members have come with commitment to serve on committees and share 
their special skills, interests, and talents which can enhance our united 
commitment to our mission “to promote security, equality, justice, and op-
portunity for all.” 
 
Thank you for welcoming me as your new president of this vibrant organi-
zation.  It is an honor to be among intelligent, insightful, and dedicated 
women (and men) who want to stand up for their beliefs, right the wrongs, 
and make a difference.  It is my belief that together we can make a differ-
ence.  I am indeed proud to be a member of a united group dedicated to 
the democratic principles we hold so dear.  
 
Our excellent board members and committee chairs are already making 
plans for “making the difference” that all of us want to be able to make.  
Your ideas and your support are imperative to our success.  Thank you so 
much for the many who have already reached out to us to say you want to 
help.  You are extremely valued and appreciated.  There is a place for 
everyone in this organization.  With this being an election year and a 
year that our state legislature will be in session, there will be no shortage 
of opportunities for us as an organization to practice, defend, and uphold 
our Democratic Credo.  To use an old adage, “together we stand, and di-
vided we fall”.  It gives me great pride to be standing with you. 

Nancy Stiles 
DCDW President   
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LEGISLATION/ ISSUES/P LATFORM 

First, I want to welcome and thank all the members that have volunteered to help with the legis-
lation committee: Beth Mancl, Bo Statham, Dolores Zukoski, Jo Sprinkle, Joan Neuffer, JoEtta 
Brown, Lyn Leman, Lucy DuPertius, Mary Hamilton, Melanie Crossley, Pam Wise, Stacy Morgen, 
Sandra Kelley, and Vickie Kieffer.   In addition, the following 4 will join us to support their favorite 
cause, Jan Walls, Janet Adams, Katherine Winans and Michele Jackson.  We will meet July 13

th
 

to brainstorm how we want to work together in order to inform the DCDW membership about is-
sues important to all of us and have an impact on legislation. 
 

Second, elections are upon us and the League of Women’s Voters has the most fascinating 
website to guide us and educate us on the candidates and issues facing us this year.  The infor-
mation is customizable by simply entering your address and party affiliation.  Please make sure 

you try it for yourself by going to http://www.vote411.org below are sample pages feel free to 
navigate this gold mine!.  The Douglas County Clerk-Treasurer has also a very detailed elections 

information website at https://cltr.douglasnv.us/elections/ 
 
Lucie Johnson,  
DCDW Legislature/Issues chair 

On this first screen you 
enter your street, city, 
state and zip code 

On this 2nd screen you 
click on “get personal 
info on candidates & 
issues” 

On this 3rd screen you 
click on “show my races” 

http://www.vote411.org
https://cltr.douglasnv.us/elections/
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Our speaker for July 11th will be John Vanek, author of The Essential Abolitionist: What You Need 
To Know About Human Trafficking & Modern Slavery.   John is currently a consultant and speaker.  
He covers leadership, collaboration, and anti-human trafficking topics and works with community 
based organizations as well as law enforcement agencies.  John was a former lieutenant in the San 
Jose Police Department, where he managed the San Jose Police Human Trafficking Task Force.  
He holds a Master of Arts in Leadership, and is an Adjunct Professor at the Middlebury Institute of 
International Studies at Monterey.  Human trafficking continues to be an increasing problem for law 
enforcement entities throughout the United States as well as internationally.   
 
 
 
Our August 1

st
 speaker will be Susan Pintar, MD, Medical Director of Eagle Valley Children’s Home 

since 1999.  She is also a member of the Nevada State Medical Association and current NMSA 
chair of the Commission on Public Health.  She will speak on Women and Children’s Healthcare in 
Nevada. 
 
We have scheduled speakers for October and November and will continue to review topics of partic-
ular interest to our members for future meetings.  We are all interested in hearing about speakers 
that members might have encountered and believe would provide information relevant to our mis-
sion.  If you have any suggestions or comments, please contact me, at jac78x@gmail.com or  
775-392-4116. 
 
JoAnn Carpenter 
DCDW Vice President / Program Chair 

PROGRAMS 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

BREAKING NEWS!   

DCDW now has a Facebook Page, thanks to Stacey Morgen. 

 

To logon go to www.facebook.com/  then in the Find Friends box type in ”Douglas-County-
Democratic-Women”. 
 
We are looking for people to help keep the Facebook page up-to-date with posts, and we need peo-
ple to visit our page.  Thank you, Stacey, for getting us started in the new age of communication. 
 
“Welcome to Pam Wise and Michelle Jackson and thank you for your interest in the Public Relations 
Committee.  I'm looking forward to working with you both." 
 
Corky Anderson 
DCDW Public Relations Chair 
 

mailto:jac78x@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
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MESSAGE FROM THE DCDCC 

Tis a busy season for political activity as we lead up to presidential and other major elections in 
November. 
 
The Democratic National Convention will be held from July 25 to July 28 in Philadelphia. Kimi 
Cole was selected as a National Delegate and will be representing northern Nevada when we of-
ficially nominate our Democratic candidate for president. 
In Nevada, Democrats are fielding a formidable slate of candidates this election cycle, including 
Catherine Cortez Masto for Senate and Chip Evans seeking to be the first Democratic repre-
sentative from Congressional District 2.  We will invite these and other major candidates to Doug-
las county so we can meet and interact with them directly. 
 
Locally, it came to the forefront recently that, due to new legislation passed in the last legislative 
session, that if all candidates in a primary are from the same party, they may be elected in the pri-
mary, with no voting input for those belonging to different parties. It is situations such as this that 
should compel us to contact our legislators, write letters to the editor, and let our voices be heard 
in every possible manner. There is a growing, synergistic energy between the Democrats and 
other non-Republican groups to determine how to change such laws and work together to accom-
plish the task. More information will become available as plans proceed. Check out our website 
www.douglasdems.org for more updates or to be added to our regular email list. 
 
With the disturbing proliferation of horrible shootings, questions arise that we should all look in the 
mirror and ask ourselves. Are we safer with nearly-ubiquitous high-powered firearms? Or are we, 
indeed, increasing risks to ourselves and loved ones, by simply remaining silent against groups 
who think more guns, more guns, more guns would actually answer any of the current challeng-
es? Douglas Democrats will host a town hall-style meeting to discuss this issue with representa-
tives from Nevadans for Background Checks, on Friday, July 15, at Douglas Dems headquarters. 
This information will be on the ballots as Question 1 in November. Please contact Douglas Demo-
crats Chair Kimi Cole at KimiMCole@gmail.com for more info. 
 
But there’s more to politics than just “politics as usual.”  
 
Recently, on a beautiful Carson Valley morning, at the annual Carson Valley Days parade, Demo-
crats from around northern Nevada joined many newly-active Carson Valley area Dems for a very 
uplifting walk through Minden and Gardnerville. Along the crowded parade route we were greeted 
by many supporters, letting us know that the Democrats are alive and well in Douglas County! 
 
Douglas Democrats will welcome a very special guest at our annual summer BBQ. Mark Twain 
(portrayed by the talented McAvoy Layne) will share his humor and perspectives on life. He as-
sures us there is plenty of available political fodder to choose from, for everyone to enjoy an ab-
solutely delightful afternoon.  
“Diligently train your ideals upward toward a summit where you will find your chiefest pleasure in 
conduct, which while contenting you, will be sure to confer benefits upon your neighbor and the 
community.” ~Mark Twain 
 
We wish everyone a great summer and look forward to seeing you around the Carson Valley! 
Kimi Cole, Chair, Douglas Democrats 
 

http://www.douglasdems.org
mailto:KimiMCole@gmail.com
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FUNDRAIS ING 

The Bently Ranch Tour filled the bus again.  Carson Valley should be very happy to have the 
Bently Ranch and Bently Enterprises as such a large and vital part of our community.  To learn all 
the inside information, you’ll have to sign up for the next Bently Ranch Tour for Friday, September 
16 at 10:00 am.  Let Katherine know if you are interested in joining this one. 

Sign up now for the August 10 tour of Nevada State Museum’s Margaret Russell Clothing and 
Textile Research Center.  Click here to see full details. www.dcdwomen.net. 

We’re going for a September Bingo - date yet to be selected, but it won’t be Labor Day week-
end.  The Grand Prize (for the black-out game) is a $75 certificate for CVI Steak Restaurant.  We 
also have a $30 certificate for Bodines.  Also, among the great prizes is a Pass for 2 to the Neva-
da State Museum in Carson City.  We’ve got great prizes for twelve (12) games and we’ll even 
provide some snacks and wine if you want some afternoon libation. 

Our 2
nd

 Annual Christmas Bake Sale will be part of our December 5 luncheon.  Nancy (S), JoAnn 
and Michelle have some great plans for it. 

My sincere thanks to those who volunteered for the Fundraising Committee.  
Susan Barry   Vickie Kieffer   Margie Leslie   Melanie Meehan-Crossley   Robbie Robbins 
Kris Theilen   Dolores Waschau 

Anyone wishing to join us, please let me know. 

Katherine Winans,  
DCDW Fundraising Chair 
jkw@gbis.com 

Douglas Dem’s photographer, Pat Stanley, has offered to donate his time, talent 
and supplies to take professional grade photos of your pet…In costume if you’d 
like.  Think Birthday, Back to School, Anniversary… 
 
You and Pat will make the arrangements for time and place.  Just give him a call 
or send him an email--  napapat7373@gmail.com or 775.790.0440.  The cost is 
only $20 per photo session.  All money goes to DCDW.  This would make a great 
memento for someone going off to college…a photo of their favorite friend. 

SEASONAL PET PHOTO FUNDRAISER 

http://www.dcdwomen.net
mailto:jkw@gbis.com
mailto:napapat7373@charter.net
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The Community Projects Committee will focus on projects, present and future, with the intention 
of bringing awareness to DCDW and Douglas Democrats through service to the community.  
  
One of our current projects, The Nature Conservancy's River Fork Ranch on Genoa Lane, was 
the recipient of a small but mighty Cleaning Brigade in June.  Katherine Winans, Joyce and Gim 
Hollister helped prepare the Interpretive Center for the Conservancy's Nevada Board of Trustees 
meeting. We will be talking with Duane Petite, Carson River Project Director, to schedule future 
yard and Center tuneups.  For more information about the River Fork Ranch, see http://
northernsierrapartnership.org . 
 
Members also participated in the Carson Valley Days Parade and the thrilling Duck Derby in 
Lampe Park during June.  DCDW's two Derby duckies scooted down the creek, but were out-
paddled by the High Sierra Fellowship's duck. The Fellowship will keep the trophy for one year. 
The Duck Derby proceeds benefit the Food Closet and the Sierra Nevada Active 20-30 Club. The 
20-30 Club also supports Back Pack Buddies, another DCDW community project. 
 
We will be collecting food donations for Back Pack Buddies at our July 11th luncheon. Future col-
lection dates are October 3rd, and January 2nd, 2017.  (A list of food items, schools served, and 
information about monetary donations is on their website: www.backpackbuddies.com) Also 
needed are clean plastic bags for packing.  Packing has concluded for the summer, but will start 
up again on August 8, and has been scheduled for the second Monday of each month through 
May. This is an important, well organized service that provides hungry kids with needed weekend 
food. At present, eleven elementary, middle and high schools in Douglas County are served. Do-
nations are so necessary to the program's success.  And, so easy to give when you simply bring 
them to our luncheon. And best of all, they are hugely appreciated by the kids and their families. 
The lively packing crew has a bit of fun too while helping with this project.  Packing is done at the 
Gardnerville Elementary School (Heritage Building), 1290 Toler Avenue.  To volunteer, contact 
Lin Larson at linglarson@yahoo.com or 775.267.6737. You can also just show up on packing 
days. 
 
The above are current projects.  If you have ideas to refine and/or expand on them, or for new 
projects, let us hear them!   
 
And finally, many thanks to the following women who have signed up for this new committee!  
They are:  Betsy Strohl, Katherine Winans, and Margie Leslie. 
  
 Mary Hamilton 
 DCDW Community Projects Temporary Chair 

COMMUNITY PROJECTS 

Katherine Winans & Gim Hol-
lister at the River Fork Ranch 
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SCHOLARSHIP ESSAYS 

I believe that no matter the gender, the race, the religion, or age, all people are perfect in their own 

way and deserve every right. Every person wakes up in the morning, eats, drinks, communicates 

with other humans and all people should be viewed as a living being and not discriminated against 

for the color of their skin or their gender.  In today’s society, women should be given their equal 

rights because they are often just as or more qualified to do any job in the work force as a male. 

Women account for more than fifty percent of the world's population and are the most underrepre-

sented group within our nation and throughout the world. My family has many very strong and de-

serving women who are not afraid to stand up for their rights or the rights of others. These women 

work harder than any adult male that I know to support their families. 

Colin Buchholz 

George Whittell High School 

As an openly pansexual, passionately feminist, and actively liberal teenage girl in a socially and 
politically conservative town, I have made it my goal to aid in the dismantling of prejudice within 
my area. I firmly believe that people should not face crippling discrimination in response to the way 
they are born or the ideologies they subscribe to. Organizations and institutions that participate in 
this malpractice stand in direct defiance of individuals’ rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness. In response, I have taken action within my community to make Douglas County a more ac-
cepting and equal place. I channel my passion for equality in constructive and educational ways. 
For example, in the second semester of my tenth-grade year, I started the first ever Sexuality and 
Gender Acceptance (SAGA) club known to Douglas High School. By founding and leading SAGA, 
I have challenged the hidebound social beliefs within my community.  I worked to empower others 
to abide by their personal values rather than by the status quo. I believe that by empowering oth-
ers to be true to themselves- and to challenge commonly held beliefs- new grounds for social pro-
gress are being created. Hopefully, it is the first step in fostering a more accepting society that al-
lows a forum for new beliefs and lifestyles. By founding this club, I have encouraged a new gener-
ation of individuals to take on the challenging task of breaking free from “appearances" in ex-
change for honest and proud ones. 

Grace Gautereaux 
Douglas High School 

SCHOLARSHIP 

The DCDW Scholarship Committee recently awarded two scholarships of $1000 each. One to an 
outstanding student and athlete, Colin Buchholz, from Whittell H.S., and the other to a brave student 
from Douglas H.S., Grace Gautereaux, who promoted all-gender acceptance.  We arrived at our se-
lections from their essays that were based on the Democratic Credo, their SAT scores, their finan-
cial need, and their contributions to the community.  Several of us attended the awards ceremonies 
for the respective high schools. 
Thanks to Janet Adams and Jan Walls for presenting the scholarships at the award ceremonies, 
and also to Louise Bell and Corky Anderson for their help.  I would like to enthusiastically welcome 
the new volunteers: Beth Swanberg, Joan Neuffer, Teri Jamin, and Amy Dodson.  You will definitely 
enjoy the work and find it rewarding. 
 
 Sandy Paul 
 DCDW Scholarship Chair  
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GALLERY 
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GALLERY 
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HOSPITALITY 

MEMBERSHIP 

We have an active membership committee consisting of Marge Leslie, Diana Furness, Nancy 
Larsen, Beth Swanberg and Katherine Winans with Melanie Meehan-Crossley as chair.   Marge 
Leslie and Nancy Larsen called all the not-yet renewed membership with great results and hap-
py to say many renewed at a higher amount to support our worthy endeavors.    Diana Furness 
and others have prepared more of our brochures with the current dues schedule so we have 
plenty for every DCDW member to make use of when inviting friends to our luncheons.  I passed 
out 90 brochures at the Democratic County Convention, and we will pass them out at the 
DCDCC annual BBQ July 30 at Mormon Station Park.   All new DCDW members were invited to 
get together mid-June at The Pink House in Genoa for (no host) lunch so we could get better ac-
quainted with each other, and could learn more about DCDW.  All but 8 of the 18 new members 
attended along with the Membership committee and both ex officio members, President, Nancy 
Stiles and Vice President, Jo Ann Carpenter.   It was also an opportunity for the few new mem-
bers who had not yet decided on a DCDW committee to join to learn more about each of the 
committees.  They left with a New Member Information Sheet, thanks to Diana's word processing 
skills.  We will hold another get acquainted lunch for new members as we garner more new 
members later in the year.  If you would like to join the membership committee, please contact 
me.  You have my contact information in the DCDW roster.  
  
Melanie Meehan-Crossley 
 Membership Chair 

Following up on some of our members we have not seen in a while: 
 
Christine Buch “The body is not so good, but mind is still working OK!!  Cards and phone calls 
are always appreciated.  Would love to hear from all that have been part of my life for the last dec-
ade.”  984 Desert Drive, Carson City, 85705  775-267-6660. 
Carol Lark is alive and well, despite rumors (untrue) that she suffered serious injuries in an auto 
crash.  She misses us and sends her greetings. 
Ruthie Strand has good days and not-so-good days. She tries to do what she can for DCDW from 
home including membership renewals and plans to attend meetings again soon. 
Wendell Jenness is alive and well and you might find him at the Sr. Center and gym. 
Jan Moran some days are better than others. Plans to come to meetings again soon when she 
isn’t so tired. 
Donna Leveck still has some residual memory lapses, but according to Marion Barritt, she can still 
cook and would enjoy phone calls (782-7770) or cards (1607 Heron Cove, Gardnerville 89410) 
Marion Barritt is consulting with a new back surgeon and is planning an operation in August. 
 
DCDW Hospitality Chair 
Jan Walls 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL I S NOW OVERDUE 

TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP USE WWW.DCDWOMEN.NET 

tel:775-267-6660
http://WWW.DCDWOMEN.NET
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July, 2016 
July 5    11:30  Nevada Women’s Lobby Luncheon in Reno 
July 6    9:00  DCDW Executive Board Meeting @ HQ 
July 11   11:30  DCDW Luncheon 
July 11   Backpack Buddies donations at luncheon  
July 25  - 28    DNC Convention in Philadelphia 
July 28   6:30   Douglas County Central Committee Meeting @ HQ 
July  30             2:00 – 5:00 Annual DCDCC Bar-B-Q  in Genoa 
 
August, 2016 
August 1   11:30  DCDW Luncheon 
August 2   11:30  Nevada Women’s Lobby Luncheon in Reno 
August 10    10:00 Textile Tour 
August 17   9:00  DCDW Executive Board Meeting @ HQ 
August 25   6:30  Douglas County Central Committee Meeting @ HQ 
August 26   Women’s Equality Day 
August 27   State Democrats Central Committee in Las Vegas 
 
September,2016 
September 5   Labor Day 
September 6             11:30  Nevada Women’s Lobby Luncheon in Reno 
September 12  11:30  DCDW Luncheon 
September 16  10:00 am  Bently Tour 
September 21  9:00  DCDW Executive Board Meeting @ HQ 
September 21  Newsletter articles due for Oct., Nov., Dec. 
September 21  International Day of Peace 
September 22  6:30   Douglas County Central Committee Meeting @ HQ 

CALENDAR 

DCDW 2016-2017 OFFICERS AND CHAIRS  

President:   Nancy Stiles 
Vice President JoAnn Carpenter 
Secretary:   Janet Adams 
Treasurer:  Betsy Strohl 
 
Fundraising Chair:  Katherine Winans 

Membership Chair:  Melanie Mehan-Crossley 

Legislation Chair:  Lucie Johnson 

Scholarship Chair:  Sandra Paul 

Public Relations Chair:  Corky Anderson 

Hospitality Chair:  Jan Walls 

 
Newsletter Editor  Nancy Stiles 
Newsletter Publisher  Lucie Johnson 


