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DCDW Mission: To promote social and economic security,
equality, justice, and opportunity for all.

President’s Message
It’s unbelievable! We can’t take our eyes off Washington
even for a short time for fear of more undoing of the basic
values we worked so hard for in the first place! There are
new surprises every week – no – every day. As a political
organization, we must stay vigilant and ready to support and
defend our Democratic values, anyway we can. The price is
too high to pay if we allow legislation to pass that will be
harmful to Americans and harmful to our country.
Thank you to those who have heeded the call to action on
our recent scares with health care, DACA recension, the
need for the “dream act”, the destruction of Title IX that lessens the protection of victims of campus sexual assault, the
proposal to use tax dollars to fund private schools, and all the
others that feel like an invasion. Who knows what we will be
up against with tax reform, voting rights, or the refusal to attend to climate change!
We know our next focus will be on campaigns, but we cannot
take our attention totally away from Washington. All elections will be extremely important in order to fill the offices with
competent, common sense officials that can move us forward
instead of backwards.

Some candidates for Nevada state positions have declared
and some have not. There will be opportunities ahead to
evaluate our candidates, and DCDW will be among those to
provide that at our April and May luncheon meetings. March
is the deadline for declaring candidacy. Carson City’s picnic
at Mills Park Pavilion on Sunday, Sept. 24 and the Rurals
gathering in Fallon on Sept. 30 provided opportunities to
meet some of our upcoming candidates.
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President’s Message cont’d
In the meantime, your committee chairs and officers are doing an outstanding job of advancing
this organization. Every piece is an important piece, and your help on a committee would be
most appreciated. We need a replacement for our community service chair as Sandra Kelley
has an extensive out of town schedule. We could use more people on that committee, as well, in
order to continue community service in our community that helps our community and helps identify that Democrats are here. The fundraising chair, Sharon Hoelscher Day, is also asking for
help on her committee. Neither of these committees require much time commitment, and they
are essential pieces to our organization. Could you spare a little time?

We are looking forward to your continued support in whatever way that may be given.
Enjoy the holiday season. Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year.
Nancy Stiles,
President

Scholarship
The scholarship committee will be meeting on October 10 at Democratic Headquarters at 1:00
pm. We will be looking at ways to apply appropriate weighting to our requirements. We will also
be discussing how we can have committee members review the applications without the heavy
expense of printing the applications for each committee member. Come with ideas and opinions.
Sandy Paul
Chair

Membership
Our plans for having a new member lunch get together in the summer fell through due to scheduling difficulties. For those of you who have joined our group since May of this year, we would still
like to plan a time to get together in the spring. We can get to know you better on a more personal
level, and share information with you about DCDW.
Our newest member is Mary Martin. Mary, a retired nurse, joined us in August and was present at
a community services committee meeting in early September. She has already made a valuable
contribution to our organization. Please welcome Mary when you see her.
Melanie Mehan Crossley
Chair
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Legislation
After a very active engagement in the 2017 Legislative Session, a Final Summary of Session Bills
was compiled by issue subcommittee chairs and distributed to the Legislative Committee. Considering the length of the summary, it was obvious that a lot of ground was covered by the group in the
last session.
Beth Mancl and Susan Schmid facilitated the Legislation Committee’s portion of the DCDW Retreat
on June 24. The Retreat began the process of formulating the goals and objectives for the upcoming year and a discussion of what worked and didn’t work in the 2016-17 year. The information gathered from the Retreat went into putting together the goals and objectives for the 2017-18 year.
After a very busy first and second quarter, the Legislation Committee took a much- deserved time
off in June and July. We had our first meeting of the third quarter on August 31 at 88 Cups in Minden.
At the meeting in August, the committee worked on drafting goals and objectives for the 2017-18
DCDW session. The 2017-18 goals and objectives will target preparation for the upcoming 2018
election campaigns and work on ideas for potential legislation that may be brought to legislators during the interim and/or improvements on legislation already signed into law.
As to a more immediate and urgent task, we will be asking committee members to help prevent the
current Republican effort to recall three Democrat senators by making calls to constituents in the
respective districts to “decline to sign” a recall petition. Nevada allows a petition for recall without
providing any reason for the recall.
The Committee is looking for additional volunteers to act as issue co-subcommittee chairs. We
promise it will not be as busy as the 2017 year and the work will be shared by a co-chair. If you
have an interest in any of the seven issue areas (economic justice, education, environmental justice,
gender equity, healthcare & welfare, social justice, voting rights/elections & gov’t) and would like to
find out more about acting as a co-chair, please contact Beth Mancl at bethmancl@prodigy.net.
The primary focus this year will be keeping the Committee and the DCDW informed on any important federal legislation in your issue area.
The next Legislation Committee meeting will be on October 12 at 9:00 a.m. at 88 Cups in Minden.

If you’re interested in learning more about the activities of the Legislation Committee, please contact
Beth Mancl bethmancl@prodigy.net.

Beth Mancl,
Co-chair
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Fundraising
Thank you DCDW members for your donations to our Jewelry Jamboree Sale at the July 10
DCDW luncheon. We have made over $580 so far, and still have some jewelry left to be sold.
We are starting a “Home for Orphan Gold.” Do you have only one GOLD hoop earring or a broken
GOLD chain or other GOLD that DCDW can turn in for cash to support our work? Watch for the fancy Orphan Gold box at each luncheon meeting. Check if the piece is marked as 10K, 14K or 18K.
One way to check if a piece is solid gold is to use a strong magnet. If the earring or chain is NOT
attracted to the magnet, it is more likely gold.
The DCDW Fundraising Committee is tasked with raising the money needed to pay for our priories,
special projects, scholarships, rent at the Democratic headquarters and operations not covered by
our dues.
Watch for details on other opportunities in the future like a bingo, tour of historic Woodford, Christmas Bake Sale in December, Afternoon of Art and Wine in March 2018 and more. If you need a
donkey pin for a friend or family member, purchase one at any DCDW meeting.
Any fundraising suggestions or ideas would be welcome, so contact Sharon Hoelscher Day, chair of
the committee, at shoelscherday@gmail.com.

Popular Bently Ranch Tour Returns Oct. 19
Invite friends and neighbors to join us Thursday, October 19, for a
tour of Bently Ranch. Meet at the ranch office (north of Minden, east of
395, white building on the right on Stockyard Road).
At 10:00am a DART bus will depart and drive us around the ranch
while Ranch Manager Matt McKinney tells us some of the history of
Bently in the Valley, the Bently holdings here and in Northern California, the cattle and alfalfa operations, the new distillery and retail outlet plans, future projects, and a new Foundation. Matt will also
answer our questions. The bus will return us to the ranch office, where you can purchase some of
the West’s best grass fed beef after the tour. The tour takes about one hour.
This tour is limited to 16 people (capacity of the bus) so get your reservation in early. Cost is $20
per person (includes bus). PREPAYAMENT reserves your spot. Make checks payable to DCDW.
Please RSVP to Katherine at jkw@gbis.com or 267.0539 and mail your name and email with your
payment, payable to DCDW to her at 1171 Chaparral Court, Minden 89423.
Sharon Hoelscher Day
Chair
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Public Relations
The Public Relations Committee has updated our membership brochure. Look for our new brochure at our luncheon meetings. Let us know what you think. Want to help get the message out
that there are Democrats right here in Douglas County? Come join our committee, and bring your
ideas for doing that.
Vickie Kieffer
Public Relations Chair

Communitee Services
October 2 is our next collection date for food and/or money to support this very important program. If
you would like to bring a donation of food, chicken noodle soup is needed. Did you know that Backpack Buddies was started as a DCDW project to provide weekend food for children who might otherwise not have enough to eat?
Backpack Buddies also welcomes volunteers each month when individual bags of food are put together.
A group of DCDW volunteers cleaned the River Fork Ranch visitor center on a warm August morning. A hard working team of Nancy Larsen,
Katherine Winans, Tricia Ackerman, Mary Hamilton, Diana Furness,
and Sandy Kelley quickly had the visitor
center looking sparkling clean. After our
work was done, we were treated to an informative talk about Monarch butterflies.
The butterflies are actually tagged and
their migration studied and plotted. I'm not
Trish Ackerman
sure you can get close enough to see the
numbers on a tagged butterfly, but if so, the center would like to know
where it was seen. Also, the butterflies thrive on milkweed. We were
Diana Furness, Mary Hamilton,
able to see one cocoon that was attached to a milkweed just outside the
Nancy Larsen, Katherine Winans
center.
Our next project, coming up in November, is the Gallery of Trees. We decorate a tree for competition in the History Museum’s Gallery of Trees for the purpose of donating money to the History Museum by obtaining 25 cents per vote. You’ll be given the opportunity to help trim-the-tree then have
lunch together. Look for the sign-up sheet at the November luncheon. It’s a fun way to give to our
community.
We are seeking a new chairperson for this committee as I will be out of the state for significant periods of time over the next several months. This is a great committee to start with if you're new to
DCDW. It does not require very much commitment time, and it gives you a seat on the board. If this
opportunity interests you, please contact Nancy Stiles.
Sandra Kelley
Chair
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Programs
The luncheon programs planned for the next three months are the following:

Jon Ralston – October 2
Jon Ralston is a political print journalist based in Las Vegas Nevada. He has covered Nevada state
politics for over 30 years, publishing a book on the subject called The Anointed One in 2000. He
has also received 10 awards from the Nevada State Press Association and Politico mentioned him
as part of its 2012 "50 Politicos to Watch: Swing-state Media Players" list.
His most recent endeavor is the newly launched Nevada Independent. The Nevada Independent is a news website founded by this veteran political journalist and focuses on truthful, transparent journalism, civic engagement, and education. The site launched on Jan. 17, 2017 and is a project of Nevada News Bureau, Inc. Join us for the conversation with Mr. Ralston on the “Political
Climate for the 2018/2020 Elections”.

Jill Derby – November 6
Dr. Jill Derby has nearly 30 years’ experience working nationally and internationally in higher education governance. In 2011, she received a U.S. Senate appointment to the National Advisory
Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity, which counsels the U.S. Secretary of Education on
higher education.
Derby currently serves as the chair of the American University of Iraq in Kurdistan and in 2015 was
a keynote speaker on the topic of governance at the Middle East North Africa (MENA) Higher Education Summit in Abu Dhabi. She is the vice chair of the Guinn Center for Policy Priorities, a centrist think tank for economic and educational policy in Nevada. Between 1988 and 2006, she
served on the Nevada Board of Regents, including three terms as board chair.
Derby received her B.A. from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and both her M.A. and Ph.D.
from the University of California, Davis, all in cultural anthropology.
Dr. Derby will be sharing information on “Redistricting - a Concern for Elections”. This is sure to be
an engaging and enlightening presentation.

Holiday Celebration and Bake Sale – December 4
Join us for the festivities at the annual Holiday Celebration and Bake Sale. You’re sure to find
some great goodies as well as some seasonal fun with your fellow Dems at this spirited holiday
event!
Janice Noble standing in for Melinda Spitek, Chair
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Calendar
October, 2017
October 2
October 3
October 7
October 10
October 10
October 12
October 18
October 19
October 26
October 28
October 30

11:30 DCDW Luncheon (Backpack Buddies Day)
11:30 Nevada Women’s Lobby in Reno
10-5 Aviation Roundup – Dems booth @ Douglas airport
1:00 Scholarship Committee @ HQ
5:30 Sierra Forums, “Yucca Mt.” @ Brewery Arts, Carson
9:00 – 11:30 Legislation Committee @ 88 Cups
Executive Board Meeting @ HQ 9-11
10:00 am Bently Tour
6:30 DCDCC @ H Q
10:00 – 2:00 Nevada Day Parade
11:30 Bylaws, Public Policies Committee @ JJ’s

November, 2017
November 4
November 5
November 6
November 7
November 9
November 15
November 16
November 18
November 23

Dems State Central Committee in Pahrump
Daylight Saving Time Ends
11:30 DCDW Luncheon -Jill Derby – “Redistricting”
11:30 Nevada Women’s Lobby in Reno
Legislation Committee Meeting
Executive Board Meeting @ HQ 9-11
6:30 DCDCC @ HQ
Bingo @ HQ – Time to be announced
Thanksgiving

December, 2017
December 4
December 5
December 6
December 13
December 14
December 14
December 28

11:30 DCDW Luncheon/Bake Sale
11:30 Nevada Women’s Lobby in Reno
Executive Board Meeting @ HQ 9-11
Newsletter articles due
9:00 Legislation Committee meeting @ 88 Cups
5:30 – 8:30 Douglas Dems Holiday Gathering @ CVI
6:30 DCDCC @ HQ

DCDW 2017-2018 Officers & Chairs
President: Nancy Stiles
Vice President Janice Noble
Secretary: Janet Adams
Treasurer: Betsy Strohl

Newsletter Editor: Nancy Stiles
Newsletter Publisher: Lucie Johnson

Fundraising Chair: Sharon Hoelscher Day
Membership Chair: Melanie Mehan-Crossley
Legislation Co-Chairs: Beth Mancl & Susan
Schmidt
Scholarship Chair: Sandra Paul
Public Relations Chair: Vickie Kiefer
Community Services: Sandra Kelley
Hospitality Chair: Jan Walls
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