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A plethora of emotions engulfed us as we watched thousands of young people in the 
March to Save Our Lives on March 24.   Our hearts were touched, our tears flowed, 
and our passion was reactivated as we heard unbelievable speeches straight from the 
hearts of our precious children.  A powerful new generation is taking the lead to show 
us that the power of people can overcome the people in power.  It appears they are the 
change we have been looking for.  Their voices will be amplified at the polls in 2018 
and in 2020.  “A little child shall lead them.” 
 
This will be my last newsletter as your president, and I want to thank you for entrusting 
me with the leadership of this most esteemed organization.  The leadership before me 
provided a path for me to follow, and mentored me along the way.  Thank you, Kathe-
rine, for being my model, my advisor, and my supporter.  Katherine began our expan-
sion and set the tone for the kind of organization we are today – an organization that I 
am proud to be a part of and proud to have been given the opportunity to serve as your 
president.   
 
It is so gratifying to see how we have attracted strong, intelligent, compassionate mem-
bers who hold an image of what we want our country to be, and a desire to help create 
that reality.   Thank you, members, for inspiring us to be the best we can be as an or-
ganization, and for supporting us with your membership, your attendance, and your 
help on our committees.  It is you, our members, who advance our organization.  You 
are the key to fulfilling our mission and our purpose, and you are highly valued and 
appreciated. 
 
We all know that a leader is only as good as the people behind her, and I have been so 
fortunate to have had an amazing board to work with and with whom to share leader-
ship responsibilities.  This board is made up of experienced leaders, who are extremely 
intelligent problem solvers and decision makers.  They are motivated, self-directed, 
enthusiastic, and accomplished.  Our shared values have been the motivating factor to 
work interdependently together to maintain the integrity, the value, and the effective-
ness of this organization.  This forward- thinking group of women has taken DCDW to 
a continued expansion with dignity, passion, and optimism.  I have held the title of 
president, but they have provided the leadership for Douglas County Democratic 
Women.  It has been an honor to serve with them and for them.  The good news is, 
they are all staying on the board.  They will be a huge asset to your new president, 
Janice Noble. 
 
This presidency is being left in the most capable hands one could hope for.  Janice has 
leadership experience, and excellent leadership skills.  She has a genuine loyalty to 
DCDW and to our Democratic values.  Working with her this past year has been a de-
lightful experience for me.  She comes with a resume that would impress anyone.  I 
want to share that with you so you will understand why I am excited that she will be 
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PRESIDENT MESSAGE CONT’D  

taking over the president’s position.                                                                            Here is her resume: 
 
Dr. Janice Noble has spent her career in two different disciplines.  Her first 30 years were spent in healthcare 

where she was a practicing Registered Nurse, nurse educator, and administrator in acute care facilities.  Dur-

ing the last 15 years of her work life, she was educational administrator in the California Community College 

system as a Dean, Vice President for Academic Services, and Interim President.  She also taught several busi-

ness courses at University of Redlands.   

Noble is currently a Member of American Association of University Women (AAUW), Nevada Women’s Lob-

by, and a Mentor for a teen youth for Tahoe Youth and Family Services.  She is also a facilitator for the 

AAUW Work Smart Salary Negotiation Program.  And for fun, she is a practicing Certified Personal Trainer, 

Certified Senior Fitness Specialist, and Certified Nutrition Specialist through the National Academy of Sports 

Medicine.   

Dr. Noble has an Associate Degree in Nursing, a Bachelor of Science in Human Services, a Master of Arts in 

Education, a Master of Business Administration, and a Ph.D. in Education with a specialization in Higher Ed-

ucation Administration. 

We are extremely fortunate to have Janice at the helm.  You will experience for yourself her outstanding lead-
ership, dedication, and her guiding hand to the next level for DCDW.   

 
Welcome her, cherish her, and appreciate her.  
 

There is great love here for you,  
Nancy Stiles 

“Thank you, members, for 
inspiring us to be the 
best we can be as an 

organization” 
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LEGISLAT ION 

by Co-Chair Beth Mancl 
 
The Legislation Committee had a relatively quiet first quarter; the state legislature has been in recess until 
2019, although we have seen an uptick in concerns on what has been happening on the national political 
stage, both legislatively and in the executive branch. The Legislation Committee issue subcommittee chairs 
have been following some of the more important legislative issues.  The focus now is on the upcoming pri-
maries and the midterm elections.  
   
At the meeting in January, the committee worked on finalizing the committee’s goals and objectives, includ-
ing an ongoing effort to maintain a non-partisan resource list.  Louella Novak gave a presentation on how to 
use Twitter and how to Tweet.  Mary Hamilton gave a comprehensive report on pending gun legislation in 
Congress, and Jeanne Larsen submitted a written report on environmental issues facing Nevada in 2018.  
 
At the March meeting, with our focus being the primary elections and mid-terms, it was determined that one 
of the more important functions the committee can perform is to assist in the gathering and compiling of in-
formation on the candidates, especially the local offices, where it may be difficult to find any detailed infor-
mation on the candidates.  Anne Thomas volunteered to gather information candidates running for Douglas 
County Sheriff, and report back to the committee at the next meeting.  We’ll also be asking for volunteers to 
gather information on the state and local judicial candidates at the next meeting. 
 
Also, at the March meeting John Novak presented his ideas as to how to implement an Activity Tracking 
System so the committee will be able to show what they have accomplished.   
         
Because of the voluminous subject area, the committee has decided to divide the Social Justice subcommittee 
into two issue areas, Criminal/Juvenile Justice and Social Justice.  Sandy Paul agreed to head up the Crimi-
nal/Juvenile Justice issue area and Mary Hamilton will chair the Social Justice issue area, comprised of im-
migration, civil rights and gun issues. 
 
Please mark your calendars for important dates.  
 May 15, 2018  Close of Standard Registration  
 May 16-22, 2018 Extended In-Office and Online Registration (7 Days):  
 May 23-24, 2018 Extended On-Line Registration (2 Days):  Only on the Secretary Of  
                                                          State’s Website.  
 May 26-June 8, 2018  Early Voting (14 Days)  
 June 5, 2018  Absentee Ballot Request Deadline  
 June 12, 2018  Primary Election  
 March 16, 2018 Deadline for Candidate Filing.  To review the list of candidate filings go the 

Nevada Secretary of State’s website, 2018 Elections. 
 

The next Legislation Committee meeting will be on April 12 at 10 a.m. at Headquarters. 
 
Visit our legislation resources website for links to political sites, and information on candidates and legisla-
tion.  www. progressive-resources.net. 
 
 If you’re interested in learning more about the activities of the Legislation Committee, please contact Beth 
Mancl bethmancl@prodigy.net. 

http://progressive-resources.net/
mailto:bethmancl@prodigy.net.
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PUBLIC RELATIONS  

  by Vickie Kieffer, Chair 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge Lucie Johnson for all the hard work, time,  and effort she 
puts into maintaining the DCDW website and preparing the quarterly newsletters.  Lucie has a background in 
computer software development.  She designed the DCDW website in 2011 and has been our webmaster since 
that time.  We are so very fortunate to have her and she does a great job!  
 
For up-to-date information about programs and other DCDW events, please visit the website at www. 

dcdwomen.net.  We welcome members photos for our website.  To have your pictures posted, please email the 
photo with a caption to me at vkieffer@charter.net. 
 

Visit our website at: http://www.dcdwomen.net 

Check our new Legislation Website at:  http://www.dcdwresources.net  

Like us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/DCDW.Nevada/ 

Go Tweet with us: at https://twitter.com/dcdw_nevada 

COMMUNITY SERVICES 

by Mary Martin, Chair 
 
On March 13th, we participated in "Spring Clean Up" at the Riverfork Ranch, which is part of the Nature 
Conservancy.  We cleaned away the winter cobwebs to ready the facility for spring school field trips.  In ad-
dition, Duane Petite from the facility, gave an interesting update on the Conservancy's Ongoing going study 
of Pond Turtles that live along the Carson River (they like the warmth of the hot springs).  
  
 Our focus again in April, is support of Backpack Buddies.  Monday, April 9, is the next scheduled packing 

date.  At the April luncheon, we will again be collecting staples (canned tuna, soup, vegetables, granola bars 
and boxed Mac cheese). We will also take money donations, as they can purchase bulk foods at discount at 
the Food Bank, and grocery stores.    

Thanks for your support! 

mailto:vkieffer@charter.net
http://www.dcdwomen.net
http://www.dcdwresources.net
https://www.facebook.com/DCDW.Nevada/
https://twitter.com/dcdw_nevada
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IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
MAY 1ST STARTS OUR 2018-2019 DUES YEAR 

TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP USE THE FORM ON THE BACK  

MEMBERSHIP 

   by Melanie Meehan Crossley, Chair 
 
Give Us a High Five!!! 
 
 When you read this article, DCDW will be in the midst of our High Five Renewal Drive.  We are asking for a 
“High Five” from our renewing members if they think DCDW is doing a good job!  The “High Five” is in the 
form of adding $5.00 more to your usual membership dues.  If you usually renew at the standard rate of $35, make 
it $40 to give us a “High Five.”  If You renewed last year for $55, make it $60 this time. Let’s try for a goal of 
$325 increase in renewal dues through the “High Five Renewal Drive.”  What an easy fundraiser and easy on the 
pocketbook too! 
 
DCDW now boast 98 members, welcoming four new members in just the last few weeks.  Recent members’ dues 
count through May of 2019.  Your membership committee looks forward to everyone renewing their membership 

well before the deadline of May 31.  If you renew right now, it will cut down on the calls the committee will need 
to make to the forgetful.  Don’t forget to use the form (find it at meetings or on the website) and please give a mo-
bile phone number as well as your land line.  Let us know what other organization(s) you belong to as well, local 

or national, and what talents and skills you have that you are willing to share with us.  We are looking forward to a 
successful High Five Renewal Drive and another exciting and accomplished year for DCDW! 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

by Sandy Paul, Chair 
 
Over the last six months we have had several committee meetings.  On October 10, 2017, nine members evaluated 
scholarship criteria.  That was put into a graph which showed our emphasis on financial need, the credo essay, and 
academic performance.  We also agreed to encourage seniors from Aspire Academy to apply since presently we 

have enough funds to do that.  
 
 At our recent meeting on March 15, 2018,  it was suggested that we simplify our previous criteria rubric from 7 to 

5 categories by combining some.   A majority agreed to give all the categories the same number of points.  The 
scholarship applications are due at the end of March, and the scholarship committee will review the applications 
using the rubric to determine the recipients of our scholarship awards. 

 
In May or June we will treat the recipients, along with a parent, to lunch at the CVI.  The Awards Ceremonies for 
Douglas High School will take place on May 23rd; the Whittell H.S. ceremony will happen in early June.  Our next 

meeting will be April 19th when we will go over the scholarship applications to determine who will be our recipi-
ents.  That does involve a lot of time, patience, and discussion, but it is also quite interesting and rewarding.  
Thanks to all of our committee members who graciously devote their time to the work of this committee. 
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FUNDRAISING 

   by Sharon Hoelscher Day 
 
What is Orphan Gold!! 
 
Do you have only one GOLD hoop earring or a broken GOLD chain in your jewelry box? Your orphan 
GOLD can help DCDW support our goals. We are starting a “Home for Orphan Gold” at every DCDW 
luncheon. Watch for the fancy Orphan Gold box at each luncheon meeting. Check if the piece is marked as 
10K, 14K or 18K. One way to check if a piece is solid gold is to use a strong magnet. If the earring or chain is 
NOT attracted to the magnet, it is more likely gold.   
 
Be sure to sign up for the Saturday, April  21st from 1 – 4 PM of Art and Wine at the Douglas Dems 
Headquarters.  Unleash your creativity and bring your friends for a fun afternoon. Registration $35 per 
person. Payment must be received by Wed. April 18, 2018 
 
If you have an interesting or fun “object de art” or gift certificate you’d like to donate to DCDW, we will use 
it for auction at one of our luncheon meetings. Just email or let us know. The DCDW Fundraising Committee 
is tasked with raising the money needed to pay for our priorities, special projects, scholarships, supporting 
Democratic candidates, rent at the Democratic headquarters and operations not covered by our dues.  
Watch for details on other opportunities in the future.  

 
If you need a donkey pin for a friend or family member, purchase one at any DCDW meeting.  They make 

GREAT gifts! Any fundraising suggestions or ideas would be welcome, so contact Sharon Hoelscher Day, 

chair of the committee, at shoelscherday@gmail.com.  

 
 

Donkey Pin for sale  $20.00 

mailto:shoelscherday@gmail.com
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PROGRAMS 

   by Melinda Spitek, Chair 
 
DCDW Programs You Won’t Want to Miss —and Bring a Friend! 
 
 

April 2—Meet the Candidates for CD2 
 
It’s Election Monday for DCDW Officers. Then hear a panel of our Democratic candidates for US Representative 
running to unseat Mark Amodei for our Congressional District 2. Hear these candidates’ ideas and opinions as to 
why we should vote for one of them in our Nevada Primary on Tuesday, June 12. Up close and in person will be: 
Vance Alm MD, Patrick Fogerty, Jesse Hurley, Clint Koble, Jack Schofield, and Rick Sheppard. 
 
 

May 7—Your Choices for US Senator from Nevada 
 
Following the installation of our new DCDW officers,  you will get a look at who’s running for Senate. This pro-
gram will be an opportunity to help you decide who you will select to replace Senator Dean Heller.  The program 
will consist of a combination of video and live presentations by the candidates running for US Senator: Drew 
Knight, Bobby Mahendra, Allen Rheinhart, Jacky Rosen and Jesse Sbaih.  All have been invited to make a short 
presentation on who they are and why you should vote for one of them in the June Primary.  Who will help take the 
Senate back for the Democrats? 
 
 

June 4—Young Democrats and Your Candidates: Trish Ackerman & Curtis Cannon  
 
Yes, in 2016 something really great did happen in Douglas County—Douglas High School formed a Young Demo-
crats Club. Ann Keasling, recent Past President at Douglas High and Rosie Gully, President of the Young Dems 
from the University of Nevada, Reno, will give us an overview of the Young Dems’ organization in their respective 
areas.  Following these two ladies, you will have the opportunity to hear from Patricia “Trish” Ackerman who is 
running against Wheeler for State Assembly, District 39.  Also, Curtis Cannon will share his views on unseating 
Senator Settelmeyer in State District 17.  
  
 
Come hear more of why you choose to be a Democrat! 
 
Please be sure to make your reservation with Katherine Winans by the Thursday before each meeting by emailing 
dcdw@gbis.com or call 775.267.0539.  Bring a friend, so they, too, can learn about our Democratic candidates. 

Bring a Friend! 

mailto:dcdw@gbis.com
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ONE VOTE, TWO VOTES,  
I VOTE, YOU VOTE  
 
 

(Excerpts from the book by Bonnie Worth) 

Voting is something  

We do every day.  

It’s a way we can choose   

that gives us our say.  

Voting gives each of us 

our very own voice.  

It allows a large group  

to make ONE single choice. 

Can you choose NOT to vote?  

Yes, but that’s a sure way  

to lose your own voice  

and to not have a say. 

Every four years,  

We elect folks, you see,  

Because we live in a DEMOCRACY –  

A government  

FOR the people   

and run by them, too,  

which means that   

this country   

is governed by  YOU.  

Every two years, we elect senators  

And congress people of our choice   

to make laws in Washington  

and be our state’s voice. 

We also elect sheriffs  

and mayors and such.  

Do local elections count?  

You bet, just as much! 

In primary elections  

(run before November),  

votes will be cast  

by each party member  

for the candidate who,  

they hope and they pray,  

will be on the ballot 

come Election Day. 

As a voter, you must  

Follow news carefully.  

You should read, watch, and listen,  

And then try to see  

what the candidates,   

if elected, plan to do  

What are their beliefs?  

Do they ring true for you? 

If all of this rings true,  

It is my dearest hope that  

you will cast your next vote   

for a great democrat! 

 

(Poetic License Taken on the Last Line!  Originally - … for 
the Cat in the Hat.)  
 
Contributed by:   
Dr. Janice Noble, Vice President  
Douglas County Democratic Women 
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April 2  11:30 DCDW Luncheon – election of officers; Backpack Buddies Day 
April 3  11:30  Nevada Women’s Lobby Luncheon in Reno 
April 10 All women’s Equal Pay Day 
April 13 Legislation Committee Meeting @ HQ 10:00 
April 18 DCDW Executive Board Meeting @ HQ 9:30-11:30 
April 19 Scholarship Committee meeting @ HQ 11:00 
April 21 Art & Wine @ HQ 1:00 – 4:00 
April 26 6:30  Douglas County Central Committee Meeting @ HQ 
 
May 7  DCDW Luncheon – Installation of officers 
May 16 DCDW Executive Board Meeting @ HQ 9:30 – 11:30 under New President 
May 22  Voter Registration Deadline / Postmark Due Date May 12 
May 23 Douglas High School Awards Night 
May 24 6:30  Douglas County Central Committee Meeting @ HQ 
 
June 4  11:30 DCDW Luncheon 

June 5  11:30 Nevada Women’s Lobby in Reno 
June 12 Primary Election 

June 13 6:30 Rurals Conference Call 
June 13 Newsletter articles due 
June 23,24 Dems State Convention in Reno 

June 28 6:30 DCDCC @ HQ 

CALENDAR 

DCDW 2016-17 Officers & Chairs 

President:   Nancy Stiles 
Vice President Janice Noble 
Secretary:   Janet Adams 
Treasurer:  Betsy Strohl 
 

Fundraising Chair:  Sharon Hoelscher Day 

Membership Chair:  Melanie Mehan-Crossley 

Legislation Co-Chairs: Beth Mancl & Susan 

Schmidt 

Scholarship Chair:  Sandra Paul 

Public Relations Chair:  Vickie Kiefer 

Community Services: Mary Martin 

Hospitality Chair:  Jan Walls 
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