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SUMMER 2017 NEWSLETTER
DOUGLAS COUNTY DEMOC RATIC WOMEN
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
There’s so much behind us and so much before us.
The 2017 legislative session delivered favorable results from the Democratic point of view. Though we did not get everything we wanted, what
we did get was significant. Having a Democratic majority certainly made a
difference. The passage of the ERA and the defeat of the Voucher bill
were milestones! Of course, we’ll have to deal with the voucher bill again
next session, but we’ve made significant progress. The passage of the
ERA has made Nevada known all over the United States.
A personal thank-you to all of you who called, emailed, texted, tweeted,
rallied, attended hearings, testified, wrote letters, sent postcards, and supported in some way our Democratic agenda during the 2017 session, and
a huge thank-you to our legislation committee members and chairs for
your exceptional contribution.
Our Democratic State Assembly members are going to give us a recap of
the 2017 session in a town hall on Saturday, July 8 th from 12:00 – 2:00 pm
in Reno. The location has not yet been established, but save the date,
and I’ll send out their flyer once a location is given. We definitely want to
thank all of our legislators for their outstanding efforts and accomplishments. For that purpose, we will have postcards available at our July 10
luncheon to thank them, and to thank Dean Heller for saying “no” to the
dreadful healthcare bill that leaves out the care.
We cannot wait until the 2019 session to begin our lobbying for our Democratic platform. Now is the time to look at the bills that did not pass that
we wanted and communicate our desires to our legislators. They are still
accountable to us as long as they are in office. Our legislation committee
will be looking at how we can make an impact in-between sessions.
In addition to thinking about future state legislation, we will need to focus
on upcoming elections in 2018, and respond to what is happening on a
national level. Our focus will center around the DCDW mission: To promote social and economic security, equality, justice, and opportunity for
all, and our purpose: To be an effective action forum supporting those
candidates and issues DCDW endorses, and to provide “grass roots” input
into the political issues and positions endorsed by DCDW.
We have been given an excellent opportunity to get assistance from a
great resource to help us fulfill our mission and purpose, Vote Smart. Our
member, Ann Harmon, let me know that her friend, Richard Kimball (not
the one from The Fugitive), was touring the western states to tell people
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PRESIDENT MESSAGE CONT’D
about Vote Smart. She was able to persuade him to add Minden, NV to his exhausting schedule
that starts July 6th and ends September 2nd. He has tucked us in for August 12. Thank you, Ann.
You will be receiving an Eventbrite invitation for this event, and it is one you do not want to miss.
Go to votesmart.org to learn more about Vote Smart and you’ll understand how fortunate we are
to be included in his schedule. A flyer is attached to this newsletter. We are going to co-host this
event with our Douglas County Central Committee. Unfortunately, Carson Valley Inn’s large room
is unavailable on August 12, so we are restricted to 60 participants. We feel compelled to offer
this opportunity to others, so we are opening it up to the Carson Dems, the Lake Tahoe Dems, the
Sierra Nevada Forums group, and to American association of University Women (AAUW) Capital
Branch. What this means for you is that if you want to attend, you will need to respond to the invitation as soon as it comes out.
In order to make plans to act on our mission and our purpose, we had a terrific retreat Saturday,
June 24 with 20 participants. Excellent ideas and suggestions were offered and recorded, and a
feeling of camaraderie and involvement was had by all. A great big thank-you to all who attended.
If you’re interested in knowing what was said, email Vice President, Janice Noble, at drjanicenoble@gmail.com, and she’ll send you our recorded notes. You’ll find the results written in our
goals and objectives for the 2017-18 term that will be presented and voted on at our July 10
luncheon and jewelry sale.
Our July 10 meeting gives the membership an opportunity to have a say in what we do as an organization and how we do it. We will have proposed goals and objectives presented, and a proposed budget presented. These are important decisions that are made by the membership. This
is one of those times where you “ask not what DCDW can do for you, but what you can do for
DCDW”. Please show your support for our organization by attending this important meeting. In
addition to showing your support, you’ll have an opportunity to take home some lovely jewelry,
thanks to our generous donors, at ridiculous prices. A special thanks goes out to our terrific
fundraising chair, Sharon Day Hoelscher, for making this event possible.
Because of our dedicated, committed, passionate members, we have an organization that can,
and will, make a positive difference as we adhere to our mission and our purpose. I am so proud
to be a part of you.
Nancy Stiles
DCDW President
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VOTE SMART
JUST THE FACTS

“Facts Matter”
with Richard Kimball
from Vote Smart
Voter self-defense system
Saturday, August 12, 2017
CARSON VALLEY INN
11:00 - 1:00
$25
Soup & Salad Bar Buffet Included
WITH RESERVATIONS ONLY – LIMITED SPACE
To register click here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vote-smart-western-states-summer-tour-minden-nevada-tickets35491011571
Reservations must be made by August 5th
Sponsored by DCDW (Douglas County Democratic Women)
and DCD (Douglas County Democrats)

www.votesmart.org
JUST THE FACTS

facebook.com/projectvotesmart @VoteSmart
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PROGRAMS
At the moment, we do not have a program chair, so Janice and Nancy are filling in until someone
steps up to the plate. This is such an important position because our programs more often than not
determine our attendance and our retention. We are looking for someone who will make contact
with potential speakers, follow up with information and scheduling, send a reminder, and a handwritten thank-you note following their engagement. This is a board position, so attendance at board
meetings would be expected. This position would require good social and communication skills,
which our members have. For now, we have a list of potential speakers, but in order to keep that
list current, some of us attend other organizations with similar values to vet speakers before asking
them to speak to our group. The program chair could join us in this venture, or just use what we
discover. Be assured this position would have help coming from Nancy, Janice, and JoAnn. It is a
way to be of service, to experience a leadership role, to have contact with other leaders, and to
have a direct voice in the organization as a board member. Are you the one to get all that?
As you know, our July 10 program consists of important membership decisions and a fun fundraiser:
a Jewelry Jamboree Sale. Sharon Day Hoelscher has collected a lovely array of jewelry to display,
some pieces of which have never been worn. Todd Ackerman, who makes jewelry, has donated
four earrings made of semi-precious stones. You are sure to find something at our Jewelry Jamboree to enhance your wardrobe.
Janice and Nancy have commitments for four of our programs. Kate Marshall, former state treasurer, and economics professor, Elliott Parker, will talk about the effect of pay inequity, and will be presenting their new book for our August program. Amber Joiner, state assembly, and Julia Ratti, state
senate will give us a recap of the 2017 Legislative Session at our September meeting. Jon Ralston, well-known speaker on news programs and editor of The Nevada Independent, has committed
to speaking to us this fall, as has William McCurdy II, the new Nevada State Chair for Democrats.
We look forward to another term of excellent programs that are in keeping with our mission, our
Democratic Credo, and that will inform, motivate, and inspire our membership.
Janice Noble and Nancy Stiles
DCDW Vice President and DCDW President
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SCHOLARSHIP
Our Scholarship Committee had its first meeting for the 2016-2017 school year on November 10,
2016. The criteria for awarding a scholarship and the procedures to follow were presented. Our
next meeting was April 11, 2017 with nine present: Beth Swanberg, Joan Neuffer, Lousie Bell,
Janet Adams, Teri Jamin, Nancy Stiles, Janice Noble, Jill Wallace, and Sandra Paul. Having read
the applications, we discussed the applicants and narrowed it down to the two thought to be most
deserving of our $1000 scholarships. They were Aspen Kidd from Whittell High School and
Madeline Landerfelt from Douglas High School. Both seniors were highly qualified and wrote outstanding essays based on the Democratic credo.
Aspen is a bright student who excelled in Computer Science, Chemistry, and Trigonometry. She
also received Departmental awards for Math, Science and Computer Studies. She was captain
of the Academic Team and the Science Bowl as well as being a mentor for STEM. She volunteered as a teacher's assistant at Zephyr Cove Elementary School and as a nurses’ assistant at
Barton Hospital. Aspen plans to major in health sciences or nursing at the University of Nevada in
Reno.
Madeline is a high achiever academically and socially. She was president of her junior class and
president of the National Honor Society. She participated in the Letterman’s Club, Psi Chi (a psychology honor society), and a winning tennis team. Madeline also volunteered at the local library,
the Boys and Girls Club, Back Pack Buddies, and at the Carson Valley Veterinarian Hospital. She
hopes to pursue the field of biology or political science at Lewis & Clark College in Oregon.
The scholarship certificates and awards were presented on May 24 for Douglas High School and
on June 5th for Whittell High School. Aspen and Madeline, along with a parent, were invited to
our DCDW luncheon on June 5th at the Carson Valley Inn. They were introduced and asked to
read their essays.
In the future, we plan to keep in touch with them, as we did with the previous scholarship winners,
Colin Buchholz and Claire Gautereaux. Hopefully, all will have a meaningful college experience. I
sincerely thank and appreciate those who helped with this committee.
By Sandy Paul
DCDW Scholarship Chair

Click on the picture to view June Luncheon

SCHOLARSHIP ESSAYS HTTPS://DCDWOMEN.NET /SCHOLARSHIPS/
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FUNDRAISING
A group of DCDW members and friends toured the Stewart
Indian School on May 23 with Nevada Indian Commission
Executive Director, Sherrie Rupert. DCDW President, Nancy Stiles, presented a donation to Ms. Rupert from DCDW to
support the restoration of the School. The Stewart Indian
School in Carson City served as the only off-reservation
boarding school in Nevada from 1890 to 1980 and its stone
buildings are an icon
of education and life
for many American Indians in the West. In
1985 the school was listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a Historic District and is currently managed by
the State of Nevada. If you missed the tour, there is a selfguided walking tour map at the school.

Our July 10th luncheon meeting will be our Jewelry Jamboree Sale. There will be amazing bracelets, necklaces, earrings and more from $1 to $30 for your shopping pleasure. It will be
"Christmas in July” with jewelry for yourself or gifts for family and friends. All funds will be used to
support the DCDW budget and projects. If you have other ideas for DCDW fundraising or questions, please send to Sharon Hoelscher Day at shoelscherday@gmail.com.
By Sharon Hoelscher Day
DCDW Fundraising Chair
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
The July meeting will be the next opportunity to support our local Backpack Buddies program.
Backpack Buddies provides food to children who might otherwise have inadequate nutrition. Especially needed at this time is canned soup. Money donations are also always welcome.
If you would like to learn the newest happenings at the Nature Conservancy River Fork Ranch,
plan to join the cleaning crew on August 10. Many hands make light work and go quickly! Duane
usually spends time with us talking about the Conservancy’s current research programs. Please
let Sandra Kelley (790-2919 or skelley1215@yahoo.com) know if you can help. It will generally
require only an hour or two of your time. We’ll meet at the ranch at 9 a.m.
The Community Service committee will have a meeting in August or September to discuss other
opportunities for community service. We hope to make our presence and purpose in the community better known.
By Sandra Kelley
DCDW Community Services Chair

MEMBERSHIP
Thank you to all the members who responded to our High Five Renewal drive and gave us a
“high five” for the great job DCDW has done this past year by renewing at $5.00 more that their
usual amount. You can be sure those extra dollars will be well spent. Many thanks go out to our
committee members who have done a fine job calling and encouraging renewals, as well as welcoming new members.
By Melanie Meehan-Crossley
Membership Chair

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL IS NOW OVERDUE
TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP USE WWW.DCDWOMEN.NET

OUR WEBSITE - WWW.DCDWOMEN.NET
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LEGISLATION
The Legislation Committee has been fully engaged in legislative advocacy throughout the 2017 legislative session. Committee members testified at and attended hearings, wrote letters, called and
met with legislators, utilized the Nevada Legislative website and social media to comment on pending legislation, and members attended rallies supporting specific legislation.
At the DCDW General Meeting in April, the Legislation Committee facilitated a discussion by seven
issue subcommittee chairs. Each subcommittee chair discussed goals and the specific bills the subcommittee was following. Susan Schmid, website designer, also provided DCDW members with an
overview of the Legislation Committee’s website.
Also, during the very busy second quarter, Janice Noble and Beth Mancl gave a presentation to
DCDCC, highlighting the Legislation Committee’s activities and the website developed by Susan
Schmid. On a very positive note, Susan Schmid agreed to serve as Co-Chair of the Legislation
Committee with Beth Mancl as Janice Noble has been elected DCDW Vice President.
Getting ready for the 2017-18 DCDW year, Beth Mancl and Susan Schmid will facilitate the Legislation Committee’s portion of the DCDW Retreat on June 24. The Retreat begins the process of formulating the goals and objectives for the upcoming year and a discussion of what worked and did
not work in the 2016-17 year.
Although the Legislation Committee will not meet in June and July, the members are busy putting
together a comprehensive summary of the legislation followed by each of the Committee’s issue
subcommittees. The Legislation Committee will meet on August 19 at the home of Susan Schmid for
a get-to-know-you barbecue and a final report on the 2017 legislative session. If you are interested
in learning more about the activities of the Legislation Committee, please contact Susan Schmid,
susan@tetoneditorial.com or Beth Mancl bethmancl@prodigy.net.
By Beth Mancl and Susan Schmid
Legislation Co-Chairs

2017 DCDW Retreat
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CALENDAR
July, 2017
July 4
July 8
July 10
July 10
July 19
July 27

Independence Day
State Assembly Town hall – location TBA
11:30 DCDW Luncheon (Jewelry Sale/ Business Meeting)
Backpack Buddies Day
Executive Board Meeting @ HQ 9-11
6:30 DCDCC @ HQ

August, 2017
August 1
August 7
August 12
August 16
August 16
August 24

11:30 Nevada Women’s Lobby in Reno
11:30 DCDW Luncheon
Richard Kimball – Vote Smart At CVI, 11-1
Executive Board Meeting @ HQ 9-11
Newsletter articles due
6:30 DCDCC @ HQ

DCDW 2017-2018 OFFICERS AND CHAIRS
President: Nancy Stiles
Vice President : Janice Noble
Secretary: Janet Adams
Treasurer: Betsy Strohl
Fundraising Chair: Sharon Hoelscher Day
Membership Chair: Melanie Mehan-Crossley
Legislation Co-Chairs: Beth Mancl & Susan Schmid
Scholarship Chair: Sandra Paul
Public Relations Chair: Vickie Kiefer
Community Services: Sandra Kelley
Hospitality Chair: Jan Walls
Newsletter Editor—Nancy Stiles
Newsletter Publisher—Lucie Johnson
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