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If you want to Influence you must Participate 

     Where are all the Democrats?  Well, they’re everywhere!  
Even in Northern Nevada.  DCDW luncheons have consistently 
drawn 30+ attendees.  The Central Committee meetings have 
20-25 attending.  There is a great group of active Democrats 
just across the county line in Carson City.  Churchill and Lyon 
counties may be smaller but they are mighty.  The Rural Neva-
da Democratic Caucus meetings are a great opportunity to in-
fluence Nevada Democratic politics and meet dedicated party 
activists.  These meetings are held in conjunction with NV State 
Central Committee meetings and are open to all registered 
Democrats in the 15 rural counties.  The next one is Saturday 
March 12, 2016 in Reno. 

     The February 20 Precinct Caucuses will pull hundreds of 
Democrats together to exercise their first opportunity to influ-
ence who the Democratic presidential candidate will be.  Cau-
cuses are also your first opportunity to influence the County, 
State and National Democratic Platforms and it’s when dele-
gates to the County Convention are elected. 

     The County Convention is April 2.  This is where delegates 
from the 41 precincts gather to vote on platform planks, elect 
delegates to the NSDP Convention (May 14-15 in Las Vegas) 
and hear from state party leaders, statewide candidates and 
national party representatives. 

    Then, of course, you have to vote on November 8. 
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“Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America” is a national, 
nonpartisan network of moms, dads, and friends standing up 
for Gun Sense by demanding action to curb gun violence in 
America.  They support common-sense measures to save lives.   
How to Help:  1) Join Moms Demand Action: become a mem-
ber of the fastest-growing grassroots organization to combat 
gun violence, support campaigns for meaningful changes that 
prevent shootings.  2) Learn the Facts:  follow Moms Demand 
Action on Facebook and Twitter, get real data about American 
gun laws and policy – and their impact on our communities.  3) 
Be a Gun Sense Voter: elect candidates who support sensible 
gun policy such as Universal Background Checks.   
Facebook.com/MomsDemandAction@MomsDemand 

Kathrine Winans, President  
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     I’ll tip my hand a bit here- As I’ve been watching news cycles and debates this 
season, one thing has struck me soundly- I prefer any of the Democrats to any of 
the Republicans.  It’s become very apparent that, regardless of our own prefer-
ences, this coming presidential election is likely to be very highly contested. 

    I can think of no better way to start preparing for the work ahead than by kicking 
off 2016 with a big party! 

     Most likely, by now everyone reading this newsletter article is aware of our long 
planned First In The West Rural Blue Dinner.  The planning and organizing for this 
historic multi-county event have been ongoing for several months. The timing was 
chosen strategically to inspire a large number of our rural Northern Nevada Demo-
crats to be ready to caucus and to nominate our candidate to be the next President 
of the United States.  Gen. Wesley K Clark (Ret.) will be our featured keynote 
speaker, and we are also working diligently to have surrogates specifically repre-
senting each major presidential campaign. For more detailed information, CLICK 
HERE.  To purchase tickets conveniently online, CLICK HERE 

      On February 20, 2016, Nevada will be the first western state to hold caucuses to 
select a Democratic nominee as our candidate.  The caucus process is relatively sim-
ple and offers an advanced opportunity for everybody to take part in the candidate 
selection. We will have numerous caucus training sessions in the near future so eve-
rybody who chooses to can become more familiar and comfortable with the steps in-
volved in the caucus process.  Douglas County will have 11 locations strategically 
located around the valley, at the lake, as well as the Topaz Ranch area, so every-
body will be able to participate as conveniently close to home as possible. For more 
information regarding the caucuses, please contact Douglas Chair Kimi Cole at 
KimiMCole@gmail.com or call 775.721.1212 

     My personal view of 2016 is that there is only one good choice: we MUST elect 
Democrats to the greatest extent possible from the top of the ticket all the way 
down. 

     I sincerely thank each and every one of you for your ongoing support of Douglas 
Democrats and DCDW, and wish you all a safe and great 2016! 

Kimi Cole 
Chair, Douglas Democrats 

News from the DCDCC  

Parties & Caucuses & 
Elections, Oh My! 

Kimi Cole, 
DCDCC President  

https://www.facebook.com/events/890682967652514/
https://goo.gl/gT5KZv
https://goo.gl/gT5KZv
https://goo.gl/eItN2S
mailto:KimiMCole@gmail.com
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 A Big Thank You to all who joined us for the Bently Ranch tour.  Another will be 

planned for the spring when the green is back and there are more cattle/calves.  Watch 

for the date and make your reservation quickly as the seats sell out-pronto.    

The Christmas Bake sale was a great success for our scholarship fund.  Thank you 
Michele Jackson, JoAnn Carpenter and Nancy Stiles for organizing it.  Thank you bak-
ers…the items were beautiful and delicious.   There were 56 items to purchase and 
Thank you for purchasing nearly all of it. 

Look for a Bingo Tournament and Chocolate Dessert demonstration in the 
spring.     

Fundrais ing  

Welcome New Members –  
Lucy DuPertius – duperhiker@yahoo.com – 275.3514 
Beth Mancl – bethmancl@prodigy.net – 392.0190 
Betsy Strohl - betssstrohl@yahoo.com – 392.2730 

Seasonal Pet Photo Fundraiser 

Douglas Dem’s photographer Pat Stanley has offered to donate his time, talent and 
supplies to take professional grade photos of your pet…In costume if you’d like.  How 
about a photo of your pet in recognition of  the promising New Year, MLK Jr Day 
(January), International Women’s Month, Valentine’s Day or President’s Day 
(February), St. Patrick’s Day and Easter (March)?  
 
You and Pat will make the arrangements for time and place.  
Just give him a call or send him an email--  napa-
pat7373@charter.net or 775.790.0440.  The cost is only $20 
per photo session.  All money goes to DCDW.  This would 
make a great memento for someone going off to college…a 
photo of their favorite friend. 

Our Last    

Cooking Class  

mailto:duperhiker@yahoo.com
mailto:bethmancl@prodigy.net
mailto:betssstrohl@yahoo.com
mailto:napapat7373@charter.net
mailto:napapat7373@charter.net
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The New Political Year Begins 

As we celebrate the end of 2015 we are about to begin a new year that will be filled 
with challenge and opportunity to engage in the democratic process.  The core beliefs 
of our Democratic Party continue to be challenged.  It has never been more important 
to be informed and active in the political process.   

As an early caucus state Nevada is receiving national attention.  The Nevada caucuses 
will be held Saturday, February 20.  The locations for your precinct to caucus will be an-
nounced in the near future.  In preparation for this important event the Douglas County 
Democratic Women (DCDW) will be holding a mock caucus at the February 1 luncheon 
meeting at the Carson Valley Inn.  For many of us who have moved to Nevada in the 
past four years this will be our first experience with the caucus process and the DCDW 
training will be helpful.  I hope everyone is planning to caucus on February 20 and en-
courage you to attend the luncheon on February 1 for the mock event. 

In addition to the presidential campaigns and upcoming election, Nevada Senator Harry 
Reid has announced he will not seek another term.  Catherine Cortez-Maesto has an-
nounced that she is running as the Democratic candidate for the seat.  She will need 
our support to defeat the Republican candidate and secure this senate seat for the 
Democrats. 

I wish you a Happy New Year filled with political activism on behalf of the Democratic 
Party!  Thank you for all your efforts to secure a positive future for our country. 

Peggy J. Wozniak 
Chair, Legislative Committee 

Legis lat ion/issues/pol icy  

Election Ballots Going Green in 2016 
Did you know you can request to receive 
your ballot electronically? As of January 1, 
2016, you will be able to request your 
sample ballots via email.  Simply contact 
your county registrar's website or office to 
make the request. See the list of registrar 
offices here.  
 

Caucus Trainings for Precinct Captains 
The Nevada State Democratic Party is of-
fering a series of trainings to prepare Tem-
porary Precinct Chairs to effectively man-
age their precinct caucuses and organize in 
their communities. Training sessions are 
held every Monday at 6:30 PM at NSDP 
Headquarters, streamed live to their office 
in Reno, and recordings will be made avail-
able online. Email info@nvdems.com for 
more information.  

Democrats do have candidates running 
for office…sadly, so far, they’re all in 
Clark County. 

Newly Announced Democratic  
Candidates 

 

Danna Lovell for Daniele Monroe Moreno 
- AD 1 
Cornell McCrary - AD 6 
Steve Yeager - AD 9 
Chris Brooks - AD 10 
Darren Welsh - AD 20  
Vinny Spottleson – AD 21 
Zach Conine – AD 34 
Shannon Bilbray Axelrod – AD 34 
Paul Aizley – AD 41 
Bita Khasmi - Las Vegas Township Jus-
tice Court, District 6 
Pat Spearman - SD 1 
Joyce Woodhouse - SD 5 
Nicole Cannizzaro - SD 6 

http://thebluenevadan.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=307a5ccc3abe8cf2bdd974623&id=138717bd42&e=50229b4853
http://thebluenevadan.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=307a5ccc3abe8cf2bdd974623&id=138717bd42&e=50229b4853
mailto:info@nvdems.com


 

 Making a Difference in Our Community 

Winter 2016 Newsletter Page 5 

     We closed out the year of 2015 with a holiday gathering filled with lively spirits as 
we participated in holiday related activities, a lovely luncheon, and a bake sale.  A spe-
cial thank you goes out to Michele Jackson who organized and facilitated the bake sale 
with her sidekick sister, JoAnn Carpenter.  The bake sale brought in $495.00 for our 
scholarship fund.  Thanks to all of you that provided the many wonderful goodies and 
to all of you who purchased them.  You are greatly appreciated. 

     Our January 4th speaker will be Anne Hansen, Western Nevada College’s Infor-
mation & Marketing Director.  As Democratic women we advocate for education, equali-
ty, and opportunity for all.  Anne will be talking about the many opportunities and pro-
grams at WNC that you may or may not know about.  My guess is that you’ll leave with 
a new sense of pride in our local educational offerings. 

     We will participate in a mock caucus at our February 1st luncheon conducted by the 
Democratic State Party Field Director, Kerry Durmick.   Kerry will be accompanied by 
the Muppets, so you never know what will happen, but you know it will be fun as well 
as informative.  You’ll have an opportunity to declare your preference of Muppets, and 
join others of like thinking while having a good time.  This will help us understand what 
to expect at the real Democratic Caucus that will take place in various locations on Feb-
ruary 20.  For some in our group it will be their first time to caucus, and for others it 
will be another to add to their years of caucusing.   Platforms will be part of the discus-
sion, so you may want to come with forethought of a platform you’d be interested in 
suggesting at the February 20 caucus. 

     To help us celebrate March’s Women’s History Month, we’ve invited Dana Bennett, 
PhD, the first woman President of Nevada’s Mining Association to speak to us on the 
history of women in mining.  Dana has done extensive study on the history of Nevada 
women, and her name can be added to the list as she has been blazing the way for 
more women in top corporate positions.    

Programs  

DCDW has joined the Nevada Coalition for Women’s Equity for the purpose of promot-
ing these issues in the 2017 Legislative Session, all of which are important to Demo-
crats: 
1) Enforceable pay equity legislation 
2) Access to affordable birth control and family planning 
3) An increase in the minimum wage for Nevada’s workers 
4) Minimum wage legislation for domestic workers 
5) Flexible paid leave for illness, maternity & paternity leave, and family care 
6) Ensuring affordable child care for working families 
7) Strong enforcement of Title IX that prohibits gender discrimination in education 

As of now the other organizations in the coalition include:  Nevada Women’s Lobby, 
American Association of University Women, League of Women Voters, Battle Born Pro-
gressive Now, Women of Washoe affiliated with the Alliance for Retired Americans, 
Planned Parenthood, and Progressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada. 

We will be called upon to influence legislation for women’s issues through letter writ-
ing, interaction with legislators, and attending legislative sessions.  While the coalition 
is in its organizational stage, the first step has been taken to formulate an election 
candidate survey in order to know who will and who will not be supportive of the above 
issues.  Stay tuned for more to come. 

Together we are better.  Together we do more.     

Coalition 
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Our 2015 Christmas 

Tree  

“Let Freedom Ring” 

F i r s t  I n  T he  W e s t  R u ra l  B l u e  D i n ne r  C o m i ng  t o   
C a r s o n  V a l l e y  I n n  

S e e  t he  C e nt r a l  C o m m i t t e e  W e b s i t e  f o r  D e t a i l s  

 Our Cleaning Brigade made a second trip to the Na-
ture Conservancy’s River Fork Ranch for winter cleanup…
thank you Janet Adams, Judith Anderson, Mary Hamilton, 
Joan Neuffer, Jan Walls and Katherine Winans. 

DCDW is again participating in the Carson Valley Histori-
cal Society’s Gallery of Trees Fundraiser with a beautiful 
Let Freedom Ring tree.  The expert tree decorators were 
Janet Adams, Lucie Johnson, Nancy Stiles, Beth Swan-
berg, Jan Walls and Katherine Winans. 

 

Community Projects 

Keep up to date on the February 20, 2016 Douglas County Democratic Caucus 
information via this link to the DC Dem website : 

 http://douglasdems.org/caucus-classroom-its-e-a-s-y/ 
 

 

Thank you for all you do for Backpack Buddies…we 
all appreciate it. 

Lin Larson, 
Executive Director, Douglas County  
Backpack Buddies Programs  
(775) 267-6737 

file:///C:/Users/Lucie/Documents/Acronis Backup Restore
file:///C:/Users/Lucie/Documents/Acronis Backup Restore
file:///C:/Users/Lucie/Documents/Acronis Backup Restore
http://douglasdems.org/caucus-classroom-its-e-a-s-y/
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Visit our website at http://www.dcdwomen.net,   The site is kept current about 

our group’s activities, our monthly luncheon place and speaker, and tons of links 

to both state and national political websites. We also have all past newsletters 

that can be printed or read online.  You will also find contact information on this 

organization chairs, and much more.  Please use it, our traffic is extremely low, 

if you have ideas for improvements let Lucie know email your suggestions to 

lucie.simone.johnson@gmail.com. 

January 04 – DCDW Luncheon – CVI 11:30a – 1:30p 
January 18 – MKL Jr Day 
January 20 – Executive Board – 9:00 to 10:30a - HQ  
January 28 – Douglas Dems meeting, 7:00p - HQ 
January 30 – First In The West Rural Blue Dinner 
February 01 – DCDW Luncheon – Precinct Caucus Training with the Muppets 
February 15 – President’s Day 
February 17 – Executive Board – 9:00 to 10:30a - HQ  
February 20 – Douglas County Presidential caucuses   
February 25 – Douglas Dems meeting, 7:00p - HQ 
March 07 – DCDW Luncheon – CVI 11:30a – 1:30p 
March 12 – NSDP Central Committee & Rural Caucus meetings - Reno 
March 16 – Executive Board – 9:00 to 10:30a – HQ 
March 17 – St Patrick’s Day 
March 24 – Douglas Dems meeting, 7:00p – HQ 
March 27 – Easter Sunday 

Calendar  

Newsletter Editor:  Katherine Winans          Newsletter Publisher:  Lucie Johnson 

DCDW 2015-16 Officers & Chairs 

President:   Katherine Winans 

Vice President Nancy Stiles 

Secretary:   Janet Adams 

Treasurer:  Joan Carpenter 

 

Fundraising Chair:  open 

Membership Chair:  Melanie Meehan-

Crossley 

Legislation Chair:  Peggy Wozniak 

Scholarship Chair:  Sandra Paul 

Public Relations Chair:  Corky Anderson 

Hospitality Chair:  Jan Walls 

Roster Change for JoEtta Brown 

1752 Lantana Drive, Minden 89423  

Phone, cell and email remain the same. 

http://www.dcdwomen.net

